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Soon the greatest amateur radio event in the

northeast will happen, the annual Rochester
Hamfest on the weekend of May 19-21,

The Rochester Hamfest is also combined
with the New York State ARRL Convention.
Site of the event is at the Monroe County Fair-
grounds. Hotel headquarters is the Rochester
Marriott Inn.

A brochure will be mailed the first week of
April to all the Rochester area amateurs. An
additional 10,000 brochures will be mailed to
others outside our area who have attended the
Hamfest in the past and who have written for
information.

At noon Friday, May 19, the huge Flea Mar-
ket will open at the Fairgrounds. The Flea
Market will operate continuously until Sunday

ernoon. On Friday evening, the annual Fun-

.St will be held at the Rochester Marriott.

Entertainment will be provided. There is no
charge. Meet your friends at the Funfest and
in the exhibitors hospitality suites.

On Saturday, all activities move to the Fair-
grounds. Doors to the Dome Center will open
at 8:30 a.m. for all day exhibits and program-
ming. At 9 a.m., FCC test will begin. Appli-
cations for examinations must be submitted
prior to May 14 to the Federal Communications
Commission, Federal Courthouse, 601 Market
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106. Mark your
610 form "For examination at the Rochester
Hamfest"'.

Saturday evening, all activities return to the
Rochester Marriott for the annual Banquet and
Awards Presentation. A main event at the
banquet is the naming of an Amateur of the
Year. Are you that amateur? Could be!

Also on. Saturday, a shopping tour, fashion
show and a makeup workshop will be presented
for the ladies.

On Sunday, the scene shifts to the Dome
Center where doors will open at 9 a. m.

Tickets will be available in April. Unlimited

istration is stillonly $3.50 inadvance, $4.00

the gate. Children under 12 are admitted
free. Banquet tickets are $8.50. Indoor Flea
Market tickets are $5.00 for each table while
outdoor Flea Market tickets are $1.00 per
parking space.

It is strongly suggested that your out-of -town
friends who will need hotel rooms make their

arch 3rd eeting - Q. and A.

by Len Gessin, WA2ZINC

Our March 3rd meeting will be a question and
answer session. There are many many times,
in the operation of our station, that questions
arise, Copy machine permitting, we hope to
have a hand out at the door so each attending
amateur can jot down a question to ask. Leave
some room to write down an answer.

On stage will be a panel of local amateur
operators with special abilities in different
areas. These are: antennas, high (hf) and very
high (vhf) frequencies, receivers, transmitters,
converters, stations accessories, etc. All of
these areas may be topics for questions from
the audience. The chalk board will be available
both for explanations and for those who wish to
copy something and try it later. All answers,
including verbal ones, may be written down for
later reference.

Are there questions that your RaRa Board
Members and/or elected club officers can
answer ?

See you Friday night, March 3rd, at 8 p.m.
at the Monroe County Farm and Home Center,
249 Highland Avenue.

JOINT AUCTION:
VHF GROUP : REPEATER GROUP

On March 17th at the Police/Fire Training
Center, 1190 Scottsville Road across from the
Monroe County Airport at 8 p.m. The Auction
is open to members and associate members of
RaRa, RRRA and VHF Group. Bring equipment
for sale already tagged including sellers anme
and call or address. Anticipated auctioneer
will be K2MP. Both VHF/UHF /Microwave and
HF equipment is welcome.

reservations early. They should contact the
Rochester Marriott (or the hotel of their choice)
directly.

To add a name tothe mailing list send a card
to: Rochester Hamfest, Box 1388, Rochester,
NY 14603.

Want toparticipate on a Hamfest Committee ?
Just contact the committee chairman of your
choice. His name will appear in the Hamfest
brochure.
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MOBILES - HOo! or; beating the
rti ot the home QTH

by W2EBF and WA2LUE
The RaRa Campers held their opening meeti
for the 1978 camping seasonat the house of Du
and Robbie Drennan, on Sunday, February 12,
Ed Holdsworth, N2EH, presided. Three camp-
outs are scheduled for this season as follows:

May 26 thru May 30: To Wildwood Lake
Family Camp Ground, County Line Road,
Medina, NY. Harvey Samuels, WA2LUE, will
be wagonmaster.

June 30 thru July 4: To Spruce Row Camp-
site at Ithaca, NY with Bill March, WA2CER,
as wagonmaster.

August 26 thru September 4: To Sturbridge,
Mass. with complete itinerary details to be
developed (day trips to Boston, etc.). The co-
wagonmasters will be Don Drennan, W2EBF,
and Neil Gibson, WA2EJU.

anyone interested in attending any or all of
the campouts may contact the particular wagon-
masters or Ed Holdsworth.

Those attending, and enjoying the buffet
served by Robbie Drennan, were: N2EH, Ed and
Joyce Holdsworth; WB2FGY, Virgil Dumon;
W2EBF, Don and Robbie Drennan; WA2EJU,
Neil and Marie Gibson; WA2EJV, Alex and
Ginny Johnson; WA2LUE, Harvey Samuels;
WA2SDK, Dick Dodd; WA2SPS, Bill Smit’
K2EAW, Ash Palmer; K2SQI, Dave and Agati
Hassett; K2UW, Rich and Linda Koehn; and
WAZ2CER, Bill and Elaine March.

AN EDITOR’S PLIGHT

Getting this publication out is no picnic. If we
don't print jokes, we are too serious. If we
stick near home, we should get out in the field;
if not we are covering the local scene. If we
print contributions, we are full of junk; if not,
we donot appreciate genius., If we edit materi-
al, we are too critical; if not, we are sloppy.
If we clip from other newsletters we are too
lazy to write them ourselves. Now, some clod
will say we stole this from somebody else, no
doubt, We did! From the Florida Skip, via NY
Hilltopper, via Mike Shy, and lastly Autocall,
Good material goes a long way!

ALLIED TV & RADIO, INC.

142 LYELL AVE. 454-7116
Service

Television = CB Radio = Marine Radio

Wally Kincaid, W2PG, Pres.



To Build or Not Build,
That Is The Question

by WD8DYC, from Toledo Journal

calling the article in last months ""Journal"
.ich glorified the wonderment of the Heathkit
Micoder II, it seems like a most appropriate
time to list those rules developed by the wonder-
ful engineers in Benton Harbor for the benefit
of those who have never attempted to construct
their very own Technological Terror. Having
built about a dozen or so kits, I have found
these axioms to be priceless in their wisdom.
Among the most important of the Golden Rules
is:

""Experience varies directly with the amount
of equipment ruined. "

This main rule should be foremost in the
mind of any kit builder. The more equipment
you can ruin, the better off you will be. Think
of all the valuable inofrmation you will gain by
soldering your thumb to the base ofa transistor.
You will learn for instance, thatyour soldering
iron is plugged in and working. You will gain
the knowledge that it does so by transfering
heat to an object brought in contact with it. I
you have a friend who is a Physicist, he would
probably pat you on the head and say ""Good'.

After the hammer and chisel, crowbar and
vise grips have cooled enough and you have put
them away, you can remove the contents of the

v mangled box. When you dump the millions

parts onto the bench you will discover two
additional Heathkit axioms.

"Theaccessability, during recovery, of small
parts which have fallen from the work bench
varies directly with the size of the part and in-
versely toits importance in completing the kit'".

And...."The OHMIC value of a left over re-
sistor varies directly to the frustration in de-
termining where it should have been installed'.

Now, at last, your fingers are unsoldered,
all of the replacements for all the parts you
ruined have arrived in the mail, and there is

Years of experience to advise you & in-depth stocks of -—-

#* CUSHCRAFT vhf/uhf Ringos, Beams, Colinears, etc.
# High quality LARSEN vhf/uhf whips & é mount types
HI GAIN hf verticals, triband beams, rubber duckies,
& 2M FM Handy-talkies
CDR Rotors, foam coax, connectors, & adapters
AC Power Supplies in 6 models and current ranges
Hamtronics vhf/uhf transmitter, receiver, and preomp
kits, vhf/uhf converters, etc.

716-663-9254

Phone for info or appointment

182 BELMONT RD., ROCHESTER, NY 14612

only the normal number of components remain-
ing, the initial testing can begin. It will be at
this time that you will find the last few guide-
lines to be worth their weight in cut off resistor
leads. Namely:

""The probability of a given event occuring is
inversely proportional to its desirability."

"If itworks, you have done something wrong."

""When all else fails, read the instruction
book. "

And last but most important. . .

""Nokit is ever a total failure...it can always
serve as a bad example, "

RFI BOOKLET

The U.S. Government Printing Office has just
released a new 33 page booklet titled '""How to
Identify & Resolve Radio-TV Interference'.
Using color illustrations, this booklet tells the
viewer/listener how to identify the interference
source and how to resolve the problem as it
applies to TV, radio, stereo, electronic organ,
or related audio equipment. Lotsof helpful do-
it-yourself advice is provided, guidelines are
included to help decide which problems can be
self-fixed and which are best left to profes-
sionals, and special technical sections are
furnished to help service personnel and neigh-
borhood radio operators eliminate interfer-
ence. You may obtain this book by sending
$1.50 for S/N 004-000-0034504 to the Public
Documents Distribution Center at Pueblo, Colo.
81009,

FOR SALE

New Wilson T-1405SM 2 meter, 1 and 5 watt
switchable handie-talkie. Extras include touch
tone pad, crystals, monolithic filter, telephone
type microphone, case, manual. Rig was pur-
chased direct from factory. Call Phil Schrage
anytime at 271-2699.

:gLF:AOUNICATIONS Gary - W2TR
ELECTRONICS Jim - WB2ITL

SERVING
WESTERN NEW YORK
(716) 621-1750

Mike - WB2HYP

ETRO CO

TWO WAY 3% MARINE 3% AMATEUR #* CITIZENS
SERVICE % SALES 3 INSTALLATION
DOCKSIDE SERVICE

See us for entire WILSON line, plus
SPECIAL PRICES ON MARK I, IV
with accessories -- call us now!
37 STONEWOOD AVENUE
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14612



Local Paper Features Ham(s)

We wish to thank Mr. Dave Stearns of the
Rochester Times Union forhis fineandaccurate
article, with photograph, which appeared on
Friday, January 20th.

Also appearing in the Times Union on Thurs-
day, January 19, 1978 was an interesting arti-
cle concerning third party traffic to Queen
Elizabeth from President Carter via KM1CC,
the Marconi 75th Anniversary Station set up in
Wellfleet, Mass. We welcome the interest of
Mr. Stearns.

The late Mr. Edison certainly had a knack for
developing pertinent devices and ideas, we all
agree. One of his basic precepts - there is no
such thing as a stupid question, only some
answers qualify as stupid.

Be sure to consider our advertisers when
thinking of expanding or updating your station
equipment. Youwill find them eager to accom-
modate your questions.

To Cycle 21

Hooray, Hooray-March has begun,

look, they tell us - that's the Sun!

The days grow longer, our hopes get stronger,
Oh yes! Spring will be sprung,

and 'specially for you and me,

the delights of Cycle 21 are begun.

What's What? A Cycle 21?7

Look with care upon the Sun,

where those spots begin to heave.

Oh solar flux, t'will wax and weave.

Joys of meters 15 and 10 t'will improve while
afficiandos of 160 begin to grieve.

Hooray, Hooray, here is our Sun!
Push that Key -

let the ""barefeet' run.

Cycle 21 hamming has begun,

do come out and join the fun.

by Dwight Hill, K2KWK

WANTED - used GLB or "Club" 2-meter syn-
thesizer. Intended for use with GE Pacer.
Gene McPherson, W2IDT, 426-1860.

YOUR
AMATEUR RADIO OUTLET

IN ROCHESTER
3327 LAKE AVENUE o ROCHESTER. N.Y, 14612

(716) 865-0430
KDK CUSHCRAFT AMPHENOL
TEMPO A/S COLUMBIA
SWAN NEW TRONICS BELDON
KENWOOD MOSLEY ASTATIC
YEASU HY-GAIN TURNER
TEN-TEC DENTRON SHURE
DRAKE NYE VIKING MFJ
ARRL PUBLICATIONS
US & FOREIGN CALL BOOKS QS L CARDS

73 PUBLICATIONS

EQUIP ENT SALE BAN

by HR REPORT, Feb. 10, 1978

FCC's ban on marketing 23-channel CB sets
also extend to quite a bit of amateur equipment,
at least some of which was not intended. Ir
January 30 release explaining the ban, the F
describes one category of equipment whose
sale is strictly forbidden as '"Any receiver or
transceiver which has a separate band to re-
ceive CB signals and which has not yet been
approved by the Commission....'" This defi-
nition includes not only some of the frequently
misused types of recent amateur multiband
transceivers, but (for example) the Collins 75A
receiver series from the 1950s when 11 meters
was an amateur band!

When The Question was raised with the FCC
the response was simply '"We're looking into
it." In the meantime, its not only illegal to
sell an FT-101 with 11 meters on the band-
switch, but also a Collins 75A3 - even amateur
to amateur! The FCC's position is made quite
clear in their release, with sales between in-
dividual level is impossible to achieve.

A Petition To Waive the FCC's marketing
ban for used 23-channel CB radios has been
filed with the FCC by Davidson Supply Company,
Box 5387, Greensboro, North Carolina 27403.
Comments on this petition must be submitted
to the FCC by February 24."

FROM THE TOWER TOP

by: Tweety and Little Bird
""You'll have to repeat that transmission. My
wife just said something to me also, and both
things went in my ears at the same time and
got lost!"

"This is the coldest seat in the house' reply
- "Do you have a rig in there too ?"

"Amateur Radio, 90% repairing - 10% oper-
ating"'.

"I have the bug to get a automatic keyer'.

"I wouldn't mind having a C.B. rig but right
now I can't afford a linear."

"I guess I'm ready for the test but I don't
understand Murphy's Law'... reply - "Well
thats Murphy's Law, not understanding."

"I'm going to have to get a farmers almanac
or else take the weather just as it comes. "

The magazine that
does more for you...
Contests
Propagation
® Antennas
DXing
Awards

The Radio Amateurs Journal

14 Vanderventer Ave. Port Washington, N.Y. 11050

ONE YEAR




"Jr. onitor”
antenna tuner

® 200 watts
* Open line or coax
® Built-in meter DENTRON
No tuner offers so much, MLA-2500 $799.50.
for so iittle. .
$7950
YAESU
FT227R e DENTRON 160-10 AT
Super Tuner $129.50.

" emorizer”

: xgggfnm:é:gﬁffset A U TH OR /Z E D
s DEALER FOR...

® 10 watts
"Uncompromised in versatility”

Y KENWOOD TS-820S
"The Pacesetter in Amateur Radio”

‘Q\%

160-10 meters, PLL, digital readout, speech
processor, RIT IF shift, VOX noise bianker.

Every conceivable operating feature is built

right in.
s 08

FIRST CLASS REPAIR
SERVICE

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. - Mon., Tues., Wed.

10 a.m. to 9 p.m. - Thurs., Fri.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. - Saturday

mateur Radio of Rochester

1185 SCOTTSVILLE ROAD - ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14604 - (716) 235-7540



STORES

Most Complete Car Service
e TUNE-UPS
o ALIGNMENTS
e UNDERCOATING

*Special prices to all HAMS

RAY ROBERTS, WA2SSU

2318 RIDGE ROAD W.
ACROSS FROM LONG RIDGE MALL
225-2220
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=N Atlas Ilcom

= Collins Kenwood
Dentron TenTec
Drake

Amateur eadquarters for the ortheast

~1 DR [EIR Sase
— — Supply
185-191 West Main Street P.O. Box 88

Amsterdam, N.Y. 12010 Tel. (518) 842-8350
Just 5 minutes from N.Y. Thruway — Exit 27
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