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RaRa PICNIC — JUNE 4th 
at POWDER MILL PARK 
The pop is cold, the hots are sizzling and the 
potato salad and baked beans are ready. All we 
need are YOU to make the annual RaRa picnic a 
success! 

Chief sizzler this year is Bill Thiel, K2KGE, 
incoming President, assisted by Ed Holdsworth, 
N2EH, outgoing prez. The Picnic Committee has 
ordered perfect weather, as usual, and with the 
food and games a good time is guaranteed to all! 

Admission is free to all RaRa members and 
their family or a guest. Come to Wadhams Lodge 
in Powder Mill Park at 1 p.m. for the start of the 
festivities. 

See the map below for directions. 

NIVAL 	1-3 
Do you take pleasure in "paper work", general 
record keeping and financial responsibility? 
RaRa will be looking for a new Membership 
Chairman for the 1983-84 season. If you con-
sider yourself "qualified", and are seriously 
interested in this type of volunteer club 
activity, please contact the Membership Chair-
man or any Board member. 

A special thanks to those that assisted 
in the Hamfest Mailing and all those that 
make the Hamfest the success that it is. 

N2EH 

RDXA: JUNE 21st 
by Fred Gem, KB2SE 

Our June meeting will again enjoy the hospitality 
of the Colonial Restaurant, 1129 Empire Boule-
vard. The formal part starts at 8:15 p.m. 

The highlight of our evening will be Gus 
Becker, W2PHT, who is RDXA Historian. Gus 
will transport us back over thirty years to the 
origins of the RDXA. We are most anxious to 
invite our past members to join us for this meeting. 
Hopefully many will join our nostalgic trip. Even 
the snow-birds are welcome! 

We also will hold an election of club officers. 
Final plans for field day will be on tap too. 

Another subject of interest to many DX' ers will 
appear in the limelight, following its discussion at 
our June meeting. The subject is — DX Honor 
Roll; is it worth the two deaths occurring in the 
April attempt on Spratly Island? This topic is sure 
to create an active debate. 

A warm summer to all, and to all — some DX! 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
Another Club year has come to an end as has the 
35th volume of the RAG. I have received many 
encouraging comments from you this year in 
reference to the size and content of the RAG and I 
really appreciate the great support I get from the 
members and the Board of Directors. I am 
already planning improvements for next fall. If 

you have any ideas or would like to write a con-
tinuing column or feature, contact me or Dwight 
Hill. 

This summer is full of opportunities to use our 
communicating skills for public service. Consult 
the summer calendar for the dates, and contact Ed 
Holdsworth, N2EH, or myself for the details. 

Finally, whatever you do this summer, think 
safety. We want to see you at the club meetings 
next fall. Don't take chances when working on 
your tower, on the roof, or in the trees. Kill that 
power switch before you put your pinkeys into 
that power amplifier. Wear shoes when you cut 
the grass! 73 

K2RJ 

RaRa ELECTION RESULTS 
The RaRa Nominating Committee choices made 
a clean sweep at the Annual Meeting, May 6th. 
There were two nominations for Director from the 
floor, George Walker, KC2EI, and Harold Smith, 
K2HC. Both were defeated. 

The new officers and directors for 1983-84 are: 
Vice President — Ray Roberts, WA2SSU 
Secretary — Alan Komenski, AC2K 
Treasurer — Bob O'Neil, KA2NBK 
Directors — Dave Bernheisel, N2DPF 

Lloyd Caves, WB2EFU 
Don Drennan, W2EBF 
Ed Holdsworth, N2EH 
Ron Jakubowski, K2RJ 
Steve Sykes, KA2KGM 
Brad Wallace, N2BEJ 

DUES INCREASE FOR 1983-84 
At the May Annual Meeting, the members of 
RaRa unanimously voted to accept the recom-
mendation of the Board of Directors and raise the 
club dues for the first time in 5 years. The new 
dues structure is: 

Full— $7 
Associate — $4 
Family — $1 per additional member in full 

member's household. 



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
by Ed Holdsworth, N2EH 

Since this will be my last "President's Column", I 
will extend my thanks to all that have given their 
assistance and support during the past year. I 
think it has been a productive year and hope that 
everyone will give Bill their support during the 
months ahead. 

The Board of Directors at their March meeting, 
approved the submission of an application to the 
ARRL for Special Service Club status. The 
application was sent to the Section Manager, our 
Division Director and then to ARRL. 

The application was approved and just prior to 
our May meeting we were notified that we had 
attained Special Service Club status. The details 
of what this means to our Club can be found in the 
December 1982 issue of QST on page 62 in the 
article by Sally O'Dell KB1 0, Club Program 
Manager ARRL. 

I am also happy to report our successful partici-
pation in several Public Service projects in April, 
including the Run for Life sponsored by The 
American Heart Association, the March of 
Dimes, the Interstate Highways Clean-up that in-
volved over 600 High School students from 
Monroe County and also the Walk for Life. We 
are now preparing for the Susquehannock Pro 
Road Rally on June 11 and 12, and the Mendon 
Pony Club Rally on June 12th. If anyone is inter-
ested in working on these or any other events, just 
give me a call. 

Again, I thank all those that have assisted me 
the past year and wish everyone a warm and long 
summer. 

WESTERN NEW YORK ARRL 
OFFICIALS MEET 
All Western New York ARRL Officials are in-
vited to a day long meeting Saturday, June 11, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The meeting will take place 
in the Holiday Inn, 10 Market Street, Amsterdam. 
Yes, Amsterdam is in Montgomery County, firm-
ly apart of the WNY Section. Officials of ARES 
are encouraged to invite RACES leaders to attend 
also. 

Each League Official may invite other mem-
bers to attend. Bill Thompson, W2MTA asks for 
a head count by June 5th, and to let him know in 
advance if you plan to give an activity report. He 
encourages such activity reports. If you will make 
such a report he asks for a hard copy for "the 
respective Assistant SM". All ARRL Officials in 
WNY have been sent an invitation from Bill 
Thompson, W2MTA, Section Manager. 

JUNE RAG SUMMER CALENDAR 
JUNE 

	

2 - 	Teleconference Radio Network, 8:30 p.m. 
K2 SA/R (146.19/79), WB2AQQ 
(144.51/145.11) 

	

2 - 	RRRA Annual Meeting and Transmitter 
Hunt, Pittsford Town Hall, 8:00 p.m. 

	

4 - 	Annual RaRa Picnic, 1-5 p.m., Wadhams 
Lodge, Powder Mill Park. 

	

4 - 	Boy Scout Olympics Weekend Public 
Service Event, Brockport State College. 

4, 5 - Annual New York State Army MARS 
meeting, Binghamton, NY. 

	

5 - 	Rome Ham Family Day 
11, 12 -SUSQUEHANNOCK Road Rallye 

Public Service Event, Wellsboro, PA. 
11, 12 -ARRL June VHF Contest 

12 - Victor Pony Ralley Public Service Event. 

	

18 - 	Scotch Bonnet Sailing Race Public Service 
Event. 

18 - Cortland Hamfest ( Skyline Amateur 
Radio Club). 

22 - GINNA Disaster Drill Public Service 
Event. 

25, 26 -FIELD DAY 

JULY 
10 - Batavia Hamfest, Firemen's Grounds, 

Alexander, NY 

	

13 - 	RaRa Board meeting (tenative), 7:30 
p.m., QTH of Bill Thiel, K2KGE. 

17 - Mendon Pony Ralley Public Service 
Event. 

20 - RRRA Board Meeting, 8 p.m., new QTH 
of Ed Neubauer, N2BXA. 

AUGUST 
10 -14 -Empire State Games Public Service 

Event, Syracuse, NY. 
15 - September RAG deadline to K2KWK. 
20 - Iron Man Contest Public Service Event. 
27, 28 -Camp Good Days and Special Times 

Special Event Station, operating K2JD, 
Canandaigua, NY. 

27 - Finger Lakes Hamfest, Trumansburgh, 
NY. 

T-SHIRTS: 
The bright new RaRa T- Shirts, 50% cotton/50% 
polyester, are still available, and can be purchased 
at the RaRa Picnic. Better get one before your 
size runs out. Only $4.00. 



TWO VIEWPOINTS: NO CODE 
The following two articles, one taken 
from the Nittany Amateur Radio Club of 
State College, Pennsylvania's newsletter 
the Newsette and the other from the 
Foundation for Amateur Radio of the 
Washington, D.C. area publication Auto-
call typify the range of arguments the 
Rag staff have come across from the rank 
and file writing to local Amateur Radio 
publications. We have to assume that 
these same themes find their way into the 
comments written to the FCC. 

Our purpose here is not to take sides 
on the issue. We have tried to take a 
rather neutral position but at the same 
time promote discussion and, we hope, 
written comments to the FCC on the no-
code issue. We ask you to read these two 
articles, however, and put yourself into 
the shoes of one of the FCC commission-
ers or staff members. By which type of 
argument would you be swayed? Which 
letter would you pay more attention to? 

The comment deadline on this docket 
is June 28th. See the April Rag for de-
tailed instruction on how to comment. 

CODE FREE LICENSE - 1 
The FCC is determined to turn the ham bands into 
an area like 11 meters. 

After reading the text of their proposal it is 
apparent that regardless of the choice that is made 
between the two suggested alternatives of a code 
free license our bands will be destroyed if the 
docket is approved as written. 

The proposal calls for either a codeless Tech-
nician class which will allow all privileges now 
allowed to the present technician class except HF 
cw, or the second alternative proposes a new 
class, the Experimenter class. This class will 
allow all amateur privileges to the Experimenter 
class above 144mhz. This means 2 meters also. 
Can you imagine our repeaters sounding like 11 
meters? "10-4 Good Buddy". 

In their proposal the FCC said they would be 
flexible in the frequencies that would be author-
ized to either new class of license. It's apparent 
that they plan to allow phone privileges to which-
ever class is approved. Keeping this in mind I  

have filed my comments to the FCC suggesting 
that they adopt the new Experimenter class and 
authorize them full amateur privileges on the 
bands above 450 mhz. This will keep our most 
used bands free from the sure to come destruction. 

Any one else wishing to file comments on this 
docket (PR 83-28) should do so as soon as possi-
ble. The comment period has been extended to 28 
June. If you file comments be sure to include at 
least 5 copies or your comments will be used only 
as a matter of public record and not be considered 
during the rule-making process. If you decide not 
to file any comments and let things take their own 
course then get out your "Power Mike", your 
"Kicker" and throw away the rule book because 
in a couple years the whole thing will be exactly 
like 11 meters. 10-4 and BY BY Good Buddy. 

Dave Buckwalter, KC3CL/MAD 

NO CODE - 
The FCC's "no-code" license proposal repre-
sents an exciting innovation that will attract new 
Hams; stimulate public interest in Amateur Radio; 
and spur the development of Amateur data com-
munications. The proposal deserves your earnest 
consideration and support. 

Establishing a "no-code" license class simply 
reflects that knowledge of the code is not a reason-
able prerequisite to using an FM repeater or pass-
ing data between personal computers. Requiring 
a code test to operate these modes on the largely 
codeless VHF and UHF bands just doesn't make 
sense. 

Perhaps the most often repeated argument for 
retaining the code requirement for all licensees is 
that "newcomers should be willing to work for 
their licenses." But shouldn't the work required 
for a license bear a rational relationship to the 
provileges granted? To the would-be VHF FM'er 
or data communicator, learning the code is often a 
"made-work" penalty to be paid for a license. Re-
quiring a knowledge of Latin or the memorization 

DX 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AMATEUR RADIO — SHORTWAVE — SCANNERS 
COMMERCIAL— CB — MARINE 
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NO-CODE- 2 	(Continued from page 4) 

of poetry would perform the same function. The 
requirements for a "no-code" license need not be 
easy, but they should relate to the activities in 
which the licensees will engage. My suggestion: 
modify the Technician written examination to 
focus on FM and digital communications. 

A related argument is that the code requirement 
screens out those who are insufficiently motivated 
to be "good" Amateurs. Judging from the state of 
the HF bands, it is a poor screening device. The: 
code requirement doesn't test character; it just 
tests knowledge of the code. Moreover, it is an un-
necessary stumbling block that serves to dis-cour-
age from obtaining a license many fine individuals 
who are intrigued with FM or digital communica-
tions but have no interest in learning the code. 
Finally, is it really a proper function of the FCC to 
gauge the level of motivation of would-be Ama-
teurs? 

The ARRL, in a recent QST editorial, main-
tained that the code requirement is needed as a 
"filtering device" because the FCC's written 
examinations have been compromised (an appar-
ent reference to the"Bash Books"). It is my 
understanding that the code examinations have 
been compromised to roughly the same extent as 
the written tests. The logical solution to this pro-
blem is to alter testing procedures, not retain un-
necessary requirements. The FAA, with a testing 
program upon which lives literally depend and 
faced with a similar situation, decided to publish 
large banks of test questions from which the 
actual examinations are drawn. 

In the same editorial, the ARRL suggested that 
Amateurs "accept" one another at least in part 
because all have passed a code examination. Are 
we really so petty that we won't talk to a new-
comer on the local repeater--a licensed Amateur 
whose knowledge of technical and regulatory 
matters may exceed our own--simply because he 
or she hasn't demonstrated the ability to read 
code? I don't think so. 

Some Hams maintain that the code requirment 
should be retained since CW, a "mode of last re-
sort", could be useful in an emergency. It is 
certainly possible to conjure up a situation in 
which a knowledge of code, even at five words per 
minute on a VHF band,could be vital to saving 
lives. I wonder how many thousands of opportu-
nities for public service have gone unfilled, how-
ever, due to the many would-be VHF FM' ers who 
were discouraged from obtaining Amateur licenses 
by the code requirement. 

Others claim our bands are full to the point 
where additional licensees would be undesirable. 

My own experiences do not bear this out. 220 and 
440 MHz could certainly benefit from an influx of 
new Amateurs (New York City, which I frequent-
ly visit, has many lightly-used UHF repeaters). It 
is usually easy to find quiet repeaters on two 
meters in the Washington area even at "drive 
time". Even our busiest machines tend to feature 
the same voices in rag chews day-after-day. 
Growth of the Amateur Radio Service will have 
many positive effects. It will help ensure our 
future; promote the exploration of new modes and 
techniques; attract manufacturers and publishers; 
and increase our lobbying power. The ARRL has 
expressly recognized the need for growth. 

Finally, I have heard the statement that all 
Amateurs should be forced to learn the code in the 
hope that some will find they like it and wish to ex-
plore further. To the contrary, forcing Amateurs 
to learn the code when they have no need for it has 
undoubtedly fostered an unhealthy and unneces-
sary dislike of the code in many. This argument 
places the FCC in the untenable position of a 
parent forcing a child to try different foods. Ama-
teurs can determine their own likes and dislikes 
without the Federal government's intervention. 

CW is a useful and fun mode of communica-
tion, but its place is primarily on the HF bands. 
Let's not continue to artificially restrict growth on, 
the VHF and UHF bands with a code require-
ment. Let the FCC know that you support its "no-
code" license proposal. 

Neil D. Friedman, N3DF 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES: 
At press time, club membership stood at 835, 
down about 31/2% from this date last season. Still 
a few stragglers in our midst. If you have a friend 
who has not renewed, why not remind him there's 
still time. 
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EDITOR'S INCH: 
We haven't been "discovered". 
Over the past four or five years, as Associate 
Editor of the RaRa Rag, I have had some 
questions. Other questions are from RaRa Club 
Members and some are from non-members. Some 
who ask are not even hams. The questions go like 
this; 

Why do I never find RaRa meeting dates in the 
daily paper community event notes? 

There is no news of ham radio Public Service 
activities in the local papers. For example, not a 
word appeared of hams' activity in the Ginna 
Plant Emergency. Why is that? 

Perhaps the Editor of the "Upstate" section of 
the Sunday Democrat and Chronicle has written 
our answer in her column appearing on page 5 of 
the April 17th 1983 issue. The appropriate part 
of her statement is: 

"On Wednesday the head of a local perform-
ing arts group called to ask why I had rejected the 
article he had written about how wonderful his 
group is. The answer to me was obvious: When a 
person writes about his own group the piece is 
pure public relations; when a writer (one with no 
attachments to the group) writes the story, it 
should tell a more complete story about the group 
— that is what journalism is all about." 

Apparently it's not what we know (or what we 
do), and, it's not who we know, it's that we haven't 
been discovered! 

D.B. H. 

K21311. APPOINTED 
NYS ARMY MARS DIRECTOR 
Jason Layton, K2BYL, and Army MARS 
AAR2ET of Hilton, has been appointed New 
York State MARS Director by Headquarters, 7th 
Signal Command. Jason fills the vacancy left by 
the death of James Forzono, K2CX0, of Stony 
Point, NY. Prior to his new appointment, he 
served as coordinator of Area 4 which encom-
passes all of Western New York. 

As State MARS Director, ( a volunteer non-
compensated job), he is responsible for the admin-
istration of the 200+ member state Army MARS 
system. 

WANTED: Strong, versatile and responsible 
college student desperately needs part-time or 
2nd shift full-time employment. Prefers elec-
tronic-related work, but flexible for any offers. 
Please call Tim Wettach, N2TW, 671-4430. 

COP'S CORNER 
by Howie Davies, N2CUN, RPD 

Warning: NYS vehicle and traffic law states that 
studded tires are illegal to run after May 1st. So if 
you still have them on your car or truck, get them 
offl! 

Warning: Until the end of July the 40 m.p.h. 
speed limit will be strictly enforced on RT 590 
between 1-490 and RT 104. There will be no 
warnings issued! 

This summer there are many activities planned 
for Downtown Rochester. For more information 
call or write City Hall on Church Street for a 
schedule. Make your plans ahead of time and 
don't miss the fun this summer. 

Visitors entering Rochester from the east on 
1-490 will find an array of flowers and trees in the 
center median between the Winton Road and 
Culver Road interchanges. This is a project of the 
Chamber of Commerce and I would like to see 
another area like this maybe out on 1-490 west of 
the city. (How about that, Jim O'Brien!) Don't 
stop now, you're doing a great job! 

Finally, I would like to thank the gang: Bud, 
WA2UGE and Family, Art W2YGW, John 
KA2BNL, Joe W2DHV, Bill WA2JMH and 
Mary Jane KA2FGE for the support my family 
has received during a recent family crisis. To all 
the other Hams who expressed get-well wishes, I 
also thank you for your support and to let you 
know that my YL Nancy is doing great. Again, 
THANK YOU. Have a safe, happy summer, and 
see you in September. 

RRRA ANNUAL MEETING JUNE 3rd 
The Rochester Radio Repeater Association, Inc. 
will be holding its annual meeting Friday, June 
3rd at the Pittsford Town Hall. Business at the 
meeting will be the election of officers. Nominees 
to date are: 

Vice President — Howie Davies, N2CUN 
Secretary — Alan Komenski, AC2K 
Treasurer — Joe Phillips, W2DHV 
Nominations will be opened from the floor at 

this meeting. 
After the elections, all present will be invited to 

participate in a hidden transmitter hunt hosted by 
President-Designate George Walker, KC2EI, 
and Technical Director Ron Jakubowski, K2RJ. 
Prizes will be awarded to the first several members 
who persevere to the end. 

Prizes will include a VHF amplifier, an SWR 
bridge, and possibly a power supply and/or 
antenna. 



0. lip 	• .16 igto. a. 4"o. *ear, 	t• ...tior .0u 
go 	 • lit" Of. Oft 	wmit, .0 1,14" 4%0ft 

0111 

lif 
011 

IP/ 

011 
Ct,  
111 
4:4 
0.4%.111, 0"111, 	 1110  

411, 	411: 	 fitolapatoltp 

SERVICE of 

HAM/CB/MARINE EQUIPMENT 
DAVE STRANK 

6730 Ontario Center Road 
Ontario, New York 14519 

Phone: 315-524-4868 

(WD4DBF monitoring 146.88) 

e/it  
af 

THE RaRa RAG 20 YEARS AGO, 
JUNE 1963 	by Ed Gable, K2MP 

This issue was heavily devoted to reporting 
activities of the Rochester Hamfest, including, no 
less, snow flurries on the big day! Some of the 
highlights were: Ken Hansen, W2RKU, won the 
code contest, Gasper Pecorella, WA2MCN, won 
the main prize of a Hallicrafters SX-117 Receiver, 
Gil Crossley, W3YA, Atlantic Division Director, 
spoke on the new Incentive licensing program, 
and Hamfest Chairman Bruce Kelley, W2ICE, 
was honored with a surprise plaque at the banquet 
fro his outstanding work in making the Hamfest a 
success over the years. 

The June meeting will be the Annual Sausage 
Roast at Maplewood Park. This was traditionally 
the 1st official task for the outgoing officers. Out-
going President Chuck Oneske, K2YCO, reported 
a successful year with 397 paid members, in-
creased meeting attendance, and a record high 
code and theory class. 

Dr. Owen A.(Doc) Thompson, WA2EIP, was 
awarded a RaRa Life Membership upon his leav-
ing for retirement in 4 land. Doc was a tireless 
worker in RaRa's code classes for many years. 

The VHF Report indicated these officers for 
the upcoming season: Chip Brand, VE3DFY/W2, 
Chairman; Ed Gable, W2MPM, Vice-Chairman; 
and Joan Kirkbright, WA2YTK, Secretary and 
Treasurer. At the last meeting, Stan Hazen, 
K2 S SB, spoke on a unique topic, "FM on VHF". 
Most people, as I recall, never thought it would be 
popular on the Amateur frequencies!! 

George Batterson, W2GB, announced the first 
ever AWA Historical meet. W2ZI will attend all 
the way from New Jersey with his famous collec-
tion of keys, as well as others from six different 
states. (Editor's note 20 years later — it was 
successful!!) 

Receiving 300 country awards from RDXA 
were Ed, W2CNT, and Sax, W2SAW. 200 
country awards went to W2TXB, W2REF, 
W2TQR, W2QJM, W2DOD, K2VFR, 
W2AFQ, W2PUN, and W2UTH. 

TELECONFERENCE RADIO NET JUNE 2nd 
Be sure to tune into the next Teleconference Net 
this Thursday night at 8:30 p.m. on WB2AQQ/R 
(145.11) or K2 SA/R (146.79). Speaker for the 
evening is Joe Reisert, K1JR, discussing antennas 
and their design. 

Rochester will again be an interactive location 
so get your antenna questions ready. Local net 
control will again be Ron Jakubowski, K2RJ. 

ROCHESTER VHF GROUP NEWS 
A June Contest Group is forming for a local oper-
ation. We plan to have fun, but winning would be 
nice too! Operating from a 2150' site near Naples 
will be WB2IEY, WA2YTM, SM6CZZ/W2, 
WA3PXH/2. Want to come along? Contact 
Tom Richmond, WB2IEY, at 716-394-3712 
evenings. This year the June Contest operations 
will not be limited by "offtime". You can operate 
the entire 33 hours straight through. Starting time 
is June 11, 2 p.m. until June 12 at 11 p.m. (local 
times). 

The VHF Group needs a new meeting place — 
your suggetions are being solicited. Call one of 
the new Officers on the phone. 

ROBINSON 
ROCHESTER 

CYCLES 

MAICO • RICKMAN • CAN-AM 
• OSSA • YANKEE • SWM • BSA 

EMERGENCY GENERATORS 
SPECIAL for RaRa MEMBERS 

1.75 KW - $499 
Ask for Jim - WA2ZKD 

COMPLETE MACHINE SHOP & SERVICE 
free parking in rear 

436-4775 
900 W. MAIN ST. 

(AT BULLS HEAD) 



Radio Ifforld 
CENTRAL NEW YORK'S MOST COMPLETE HAM DEALER 

ICOM IC-720 

KENVVOOD TS830S 
ROBOT 800 

DRAKE TR7 DR7 	 YAESU ET707 

Featuring Kenwood, Yaesu, Icorn, Drake, Ten-Tec, Swan, Dentron, Alpha, Robot, 
MFJ, Tempo, Astron, KLM, Hy Grain, Mosley, Larsen, Cushcraft, Hustler, Mini 
Products, Bird, Mirage, Vibroplex, Bencher, Info-Tech, Universal Towers, 
Callbook, ARRL, Astatic, Shure, Collins, AEA. We service everything we sell! 

Write or call for quote. You Won't Be Disappointed. 
'1222, 	We are just a few minutes off the NYS Thruway (1-90) Exit 32 

OUT OF STATE 
ORDER TOLL FREE 

800-448-9338 

ONEIDA COUNTY At PORT TERMINAL BUILDING 
ORISKANY. NEW YORK 13424 

N Y Res Call (315) 736-0184 

Bob- WA2MSH 
Al - WA2MSI 

master char, 

ANTENNA RAISING ACCIDENT 40Pb I IP' .40 41' 41111' 411P 	410P" 	411P.  

This Ham is sitting at his desk answering a letter 
from his insurance company. 

I am writing in response to your request for 
additional information for Block No. 3 of the acci-
dent reporting form. I put "poorplanning" as the 
cause of my accident. You said in your letter that I 
should explain more fully and I trust that the fol-
lowing detail will be sufficient. 

I am an amateur operator and on the day of the 
accident, I was working alone on the top section of 
my new 80-foot tower. When I had completed my 
work, I discovered that I had, over the course of 
several trips up the tower, brought up about 300 
pounds of tools and spare hardware. Rather than 
carry the now un-needed tools and material down 
by hand, I decided to lower the items down in a 
small barrel by using a pulley, which fortunately 
was attached to the gin pole at the top of the tower. 

Securing the rop,• at ground level, I went to the 
top of the tower and loaded the tools and material 
into the barrel. Then I went back to the ground 
and untied the rope, holding it tightly te 	ore a 
slow descent of the 300 pounds of tools. You will 
note in Block No. 11 of the accident reporting 
form, that I weigh only 155 pounds. 

Due to my surprise of being jerked off the 
ground so suddenly, I lost my presence of mind 
and forgot to let go of the rope. Needless to say, I 
proceeded at a rather rapid rate of speed up the 
side of the tower. In the vicinity of the 40-foot 
level, I met the barrel coming down. This explains 
my fractured skull and broken collarbone. Slowed 
only slightly, I continued my rapid ascent, not 
stopping until the fingers of my right hand were 
two knuckles deep into the pulley. 

Fortunately, by this time, I had regained my 
presence of mind and was able to hold onto the 

HEATHKIT ELECTRONIC CENTER 
Amateur Radio Equipment 

and Accessories 

Keyers, Antenna Tuners, SWR/Wattmeters, 

Coax, Connectors, Wire, Test Equipment, 

Educational Courses, etc. 

(7 1 6) 424-2560 
937 Jefferson Road 	Rochester, NY 

411P 	-41Pb AOIP' 4111P' 4/11Pb 	411P' 411P 4OP" 

FOR SALE - Dentron Linear Amplifier covers 
160— 10 Meters, four 572B' s, excellent condition, 
$410.00. Contact Ronald Benjamin, W2GTE, 
(716-624-4692). 

rope in spite of my pain. At approximately the 
same time, however, the barrel of tools hit the 
ground and the bottom fell out of the barrel. De-
void of the weight of the tools, the barrel now 
weighed approximately 20 pounds. I refer you 
again to my weight in Block No. 11. As you might 
imagine, I began a rapid descent down the side of 
the tower. In the vicinity of the 40-foot level, I met 
the barrel coming up. This accounts for the two 
fractured ankles and the lacerations of my legs 
and lower body. 

The encounter with the barrel slowed me 
enough to lessen my injuries when I fell onto the 
pile of tools and, fortunately, only three vertebrae 
were cracked. I am sorry to report, however, that 
as I lay there on the tools, in pain, unable to stand, 
and watching the empty barrel 80 feet above 
me....I again lost my presence of mind. I let go of 
the rope. 	

(Author Unknown) 
From SJRA HARMONICS 
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