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BUFFALO HAMFEST CELEB ATES
5th YEAR AT
E IE COUNTY FAI GROUNDS

HAMBURG, NY - The 5th annual Buffalo
Hamfest and Computer Show returns to the
Erie County Fairgrounds Saturday, September
17, 1994. As one of the largest amateur radio
conventions in the region, the Hamfest draws
crowds of over 2,500 people from New York,
neighboring states, and Canada every year. Be-
cause of the dramatic attendance growth, we have
moved to the new International Agri-Center build-
ing. The move to the new larger building will per-
mit programs and volunteer examiner testing to be
conducted.

The Buffalo Hamfest and Computer Show
includes exhibits of the most up-to-date radio and
communications equipment, computer equipment
and supplies, and an outdoor flea market. A num-
ber of amateur radio and computer equipment
dealers and manufacturers will be at the event.
The radio and computer equipment and associated
supplies will be offered at bargain prices. Com-
puter users will find complete systems, compo-
nents, disks, software, and shareware.

The Buffalo Hamfest and Computer Show
provides a wonderful meeting ground for those
interested in amateur radio and computers. New
technology, equipment, and experiences are
shared by those who are equally fascinated by
amateur and short wave radio and computers.

Tickets are $5.00 each available at the Erie
County Fairgrounds South Park Avenue gate on
hamfest day. Flea market tickets are $5.00 for
each 10 x 20 foot parking space occupied. Gates
open at 6 a.m. for flea market setup and operation.
The exhibits building will open at 8:30 a.m.

In the event of inclement weather, the entire
flea market will be able to move indoors.

The Buffalo Hamfest and Computer Show is
operated by the hamfest committee of the Roches-
ter Amateur Radio Association.

a a PICNIC

JUNE 18, 1994
12:00 p.m. - ?
POWDER MILLS PARK
WADHAM'S LODGE

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

I would like to extend a warm welcome to the
seven new members who joined during Hamfest
weekend. At press time, total membership num-
bered 811.

For those who do not have a 2-ring binder for
their 1994 RaRa Directory, be sure to bring your
Directory to the June 18th picnic where you can
have a neat plastic binding installed on the spot.

It has been a genuine pleasure serving as your
association’s Membership Secretary during the
past two seasons. I have enjoyed the activity
immensely and I sincerely hope everyone will
continue their support and cooperation with my
very capable successor, Alex Piccirilli, NV2Y.

See you all at the picnic.

- Irv Goodman, AF2K

RaRa HOT LINE

(716) 442-0587

24 hours a day

SILENT  EYS

BURTON C. JOHNS
WA2IYA
April 22, 1994

GEORGE T. NEGUS
K20I1U
June 3, 1994
Past President, RaRa
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60th ROCHESTER HAMFEST
LARGEST EVER

by Harold Smith, K2HC,General Chairman

The 60th annual Rochester Hamfest and Com-
puter Show on May 20-22, 1994, attracted the
largest gathering in the history of our organization.
Attendance was 7,843. Although our area had a
cold and wet spring, the weather on hamfest week-
end was picture perfect.

The fairgrounds flea market filled nearly to
capacity Friday. A limited amount of flea market
space was available Saturday morning. Inside the
Dome Center, exhibit space was completely
filled.

Highlighting the weekend of events was the
annual Awards Banquet on Saturday at the Mar-
riott Thruway Inn. Three major ARRL Atlantic
Division awards were presented by Division
Director, Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC. The 1994
Atlantic Division Amateur of the Year is Bob
Bennett, W3WCQ, of Towson, MD. The 1994
Grand Ole Ham is Dean Wallace, K2ANM, of
Herkimer, NY. The 1994 Technical Achieve-
ment award went jointly to Bill Ferguson,
WA3BXW, of Bristol, PA, and Jim Smith,
K3ATI, of Newportville, PA.

The 1995 Rochester Hamfest and Computer
Show will be on Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
May 19-20-21, 1995. Mark the date on your
calendar. Several exhibitors have already booked
space for next year.

Because of our hamfest, the lilacs, and gradua-
tions, all area hotels were completely filled. Ifyou
have friends who will be coming to Rochester for
the *95 hamfest, encourage them to reserve their
hotel room now. It is easy to cancel a reservation
but nearly impossible to find a room at a late date.

The hamfest is run by a dedicated staff of RaRa
members. You can become part of this most suc-
cessful group of people. Your field of expertise
may help us become the most successful and best
attended hamfest in the nation. If you wishto par-
ticipate in planning and production of our future
shows, call this writer at 716-424-7184 during
business hours.

FOR SALE - 486SX-33 processor chip —
$80.00. Call Neal, WB2EKP, 359-2672.



AMATEUR RADIO DEMO
POPULA AT SCOUT CAMPOREE

Over 1,900 Cubs and Boy Scouts had the oppor-
tunity to check out amateur radio first-hand during
this year’s Rochester-based Otetiana Council
annual Camporee weekend held at Camp Warren
Cutler Scout Reservation in the town of South
Bristol, Ontario County.

RaRa members Tim Warth, AA2RS; and Irv
Goodman, AF2K, prepared a demonstration and
operated two HF positions for six hours under
sunny skies on Saturday, May 14th. The hilltop
site, adjacent to the camp’s newly-constructed
modern dining hall and swimming pool facility,
provided a ““center stage” location for the activity,
especially during the morning dedication ceremo-
nies which provided for maximum pedestrian
traffic.

Utilizing Tim’s callsign for the “Special Event”,
over 100 QSO’s were made to 27 states plus a
sprinkling of DX contacts, all of which provided
some fascinating activity and insight for the scouts,
leadership personnel and hundreds of visiting
parents. All stations contacted will receive a
custom-designed QSL certificate.

Our sincere thanks go out to the other hams who
were in the area. Their input and explanations
provided to the assembled crowds contributed to
making the endeavor a total success.

Both Bill and Jim are known for their willing-
ness to share their technical expertise with other
hams and with clubs experiencing repeater prob-
lems.

The award was conferred at the Division Con-

vention, held in conjunction with the Rochester,
NY, Hamfest on May 21, 1994.

General Legal Services
ARRL Volunteer Counsel Participant
AOPA Legal Plan
Masters Degree in City Planning

Advertisement

ARRL ATLANTIC DIVISION
“TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENT"* AWARD

by Kay Craigie, WT3P

The 1994 Atlantic Division “Technical Achieve-
ment” award has been presented jointly to Bill
Ferguson, WA2BXW, of Bristol, Pennsylvainia,
and Charles “‘Jim” Smith, K2ATI, of Newport-
ville, Pennsylvania. This award recognizes out-
standing technical accomplishments in any field
of Amateur Radio.

Together, Bill and Jim operate and maintain the
system of voice repeaters and packet nodes
known as “BEARS”, the Bristol Emergency
Amateur Radio Service. The BEARS voice re-
peater system links northern Delaware, the New
Jersey shore, the Philadelphia area, and New
York City. The packet nodes are constantly up-
dated with the latest software and also provide
TCP/IP service.

Bill also produces Eastlink, an Amateur Radio
news service heard on the BEARS repeaters and
other repeaters as well.

SNYDER A D SNYDER
Attorneys at Law

Accidental Injuries
Wills & Estates
Social Security Disability
Real Estate
Divorce
Adoptions
Dangerous Products
Business Law
Securities Arbitration

No Fee For Consultation
Paul I Snyder

Jeanette F. Snyder
Sherwood M. Snyder, W2KFU

(716) 546—7258

183 E. Main St.
Suite 1024
Rochester, NY 14604—1681
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ARRL ATLANTIC DIVISION
“AMATEUR OF THE YEAR" AWARD

by Kay Craigie, WT3P

The 1994 ARRL Atlantic Division “Amateur of
the Year” is Bob Bennett, W3WCQ, of Towson,
Maryland. This award is presented to an out-
standing all-round Amateur from the Atlantic
Division with a strong record of service to the
Amateur community.

An active member of the Baltimore Radio
Amateur TV Society (BRATS), Bob co-anchors
the popular “Answer Man Net” on the club re-
peater to help hams with technical questions. He
has taught licensing courses and served as an
Elmer to new hams.

Bob’s particular technical specialty is Amateur
TV, and he has operated the W3IWCQ ATV re-
peater for twenty years. It was only the second
ATYV repeater in the world.

Bob also takes part in public service communi-
cations; he serves on the planning committees for
several local events served by hams, so that Ama-
teur communications (sometimes including ATV)
are effectively integrated into management of the
events.

For nearly ten years, Bob served as the Atlantic
Division representative on the ARRL VHF/UHF
Advisory Committee and served as the commit-
tee’s last chairman. In 1993, VUAC was replaced
by a new ARRL Spectrum Committee. In addi-
tion to being the Atlantic Division delegation’s
spokesperson, Bob was named chairman of the
new committee by ARRL President George Wil-
son, W40OYI. More than just an honor, this posi-
tion represents a commitment to hard work on
behalf of all users of the Amateur spectrum above
30 MHz.

During more than 40 years as a ham, Bob has
combined personal enjoyment of the hobby with
service to others in a way that has earned the
respect and admiration of others, in the Baltimore
area and nationwide.

The award was presented at the ARRL Atlantic
Division Convention, held in conjunction with the
Rochester, NY, Hamfest on May 21, 1994.

ARRL ATLANTIC DIVISION
“GRAND OLE HAM" AWARD

by Kay Craigie, WT3P

Recognizing lifetime service to Amateur Radio,
the “Grand Ole Ham” award may be conferred
upon Atlantic Division OMs and YLs who have
been licensed at least 30 years or are at least 50
years of age. The 1994 “Grand Ole Ham” is
Dean Wallace, K2ANM, of Herkimer, NY.

Dean is almost 95 years of age an has been li-
censed for 75 years. His first callsign, issued in
1919, was 8AAF.

Although nearly blind and confined to a wheel-
chair, Dean continues to operate on 80 meters and
2 meters quite regularly. He is known for his
cheerfulness, kindness, and helfulness towards
others.

Dean was recently honored by the Fort Herki-
mer Amateur Radio Club and local civic leaders
for his lifetime of providing an outstanding ex-
ample of the Amateur Radio spirit.

The award was announced at the Atlantic
Division Convention, held in conjuntion with the
Rochester, NY, Hamfest on May 21, 1994,

Open
Saturdays

10 AM-2 PM

R hester
FE

May 19-20-21

SURPLUS OUTLET STORE

¢ Complete line of cable and
connectors

¢ ARRL Publications

e Component parts

e Complete Ramsey kit line

e Large selection of coils and other
hard to find RF parts

e Consignment sales

¢ Plus the usual surplus goodies

Only 15 minutes from Rochester in Victor

DIRECTIONS
From 490 West (thruway Exit 45)
Exit 490 West at last exit - Rt. 96
South on Rt. 96 1 mile to Rt. 251
Right on Rt. 251 2 miles to Canning Pkwy -
O'Neil Associates Building on corner
Right on Canning Pkwy to Ramsey Building

From Southwest areas
Take Rt. 64 to Mendon 4 corners (Rts. 64 & 251)
East on Rt 251 2 miles to Canning Pkwy

Ramsey Electronics, Inc.
793 Canning Parkway Victor, NY 14564
Phone 924-4560 Fax 924-4566
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

via The Readout

NEW TYPE CAPACITOR

Surface-mount chip capacitors may get even
smaller! Although already present inside every
HT radio, the new technique designed to further
decrease size and increase performance will allow
even more circuitry to be packed within the same
area.

Surface-mount chip capacitors perform the
same task as ceramic bypass capacitors. They are
in almost every new RF circuit built today. They
are so small that over hundred of them could fit in
a thimble. Close examination shows that a chip
capacitor looks like an unwrapped Hershey’s
chocolate bar, a dark bar with silver ends. The
metallic ends provide the means of soldering the
capacitor to the circuit board, as that is the only
mechanical contact.

The new thin-film chip capacitors are wider,
but their metallic footpads are much thinner. This
means that the average height of the chip capacitor
will shrink.

INTELLIGENT BATTERIES

Fed up with the battery pack in your HT dying
off? We may soon have devices built inside bat-
teries that tell us when it’s really time to put them
back into the charger. The cellular telephone in-
dustry wants to use intelligent battery chargers to
monitor exactly how rechargeable batteries will
perform.

Tiny micro controllers use an eight-bit serial
data link to monitor between-charge cycles. They
keep track of how many times the battery has been
charged, their impedance, and if their tempera-
tures increase. All that information is then stored
within the micro controller’s main memory. Each
battery gets its own built-in micro controller!
These devices work at low voltages, suchas 1.8 V
and 2.4V.

DIGITAL CABLE RADIO

You can expect to be hearing perfect radio
quality in your home as digital audio expands into
the consumer marketplace! Time Warner Cable
and Sony Corporation have recently bought a
major stake in DCR — Digital Cable Radio. The
$20 million invetment will be used to expand the
DCR network. Time Warner and Sony, the
world’s two largest record companies, will receive
a “licensing fee”” from DCR. DCR wants to ex-
pand from 28 to 58 channels of digital audio pro-
gramming next year — and eventually to 250
channels.

Delivered by cable, DCR is already available
to some 5-million homes. (Only about 50,000 of
RaRa RAG 6

that number actually subscribe at about $10 a
month.) A competitor, Digital Music Express,
has about 120,000 subscribers.

But cable delivery won’t be the only way the
public will be able to receive digital audio. It will
also be available over-the-air. The broadcast
radio industry opposes the FCC’s plan to allocate
S-band spectrum to Satellite Digital Audio Broad-
casting (DAB). They say it will destroy local AM
and FM radio. The FCC proposed an allocation
of 50 MHz (between 2310 and 2360 MHz) for
DAB last fall.

Digital Audio Broadcasting is the audio version
of DBS - Direct Broadcast Satellites — that ten
years ago promised to beam TV direct to the home.
The public is still waiting for television broadcasts
from space.

If DAB must be implemented, the National
Association of Broadcasters wants it activated
through local radio stations rather than by direct-
to-the-home satellites. DAB providers, however,
believe that the marketplace should decide how
broadcast digital audio should be made available
to the public.

One thing is certain. Crystal-clear CD-quality
digital audio is on its way and what will happen to
analog radio is anybody’s guess.

ROCKET ADVERTISING

You have heard of the Goodyear blimp, but
what about the NASA Comet? For half-a-million
bucks, advertisers can purchase 58-ft of billboard
space on the hull of an expendable NA SA rocket.
In exchange, they get about 30 to 60 seconds of
live launch time coverage plus exposure during the
prime-time news networks that always cover major
space shots.

Advertisers are adding up the numbers (audi-
ence, ratings, ... exposure) and it is starting to make
economic sense to some! NASA, in an attempt to
attract ad dollars to help offset mushrooming
launch costs, will embark on a novel fund raising
venture code- named “COMET” ... an acronym
for the COMmercial Experiment Transporter.

Tnx W5YI Report
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VINTAGE 1940 TO 1950

WA2ZNC “LEN”
716-229-5470

%Z 122 W. Lake Road, Honeoye, NY 14471
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HOW THE DECIBEL GOT ITS NAME

In the early days of telephony, the engineers at
Bell Laboratories needed a standard unit of mea-
surement for sound. To accomplish this one engi-
neer stood on one side of the room and held a
small bell in one hand which he struck with an
equally small hammer.

An engineer on the other side of the room re-
corded the amount of sound thus produced and the
pair deemed this to be one “bell”.

The bell, like the farad, turned out to be too
large and cumbersome for their calculations so the
engineers divided it into tenths which they called
“Deci-bells”. With usage the hyphen and the
final “1” were dropped and we find it today in its
present form, the “decibel’”.

Note: The source for this is my memory of a
Bell Telephone class on transmission several
years ago. If anyone has done better research and
has a different tale, I would like to hear it. Sam,

N5GIZ. Tnx The HamGram
BIMINI TOPS MAR DODGERS
Q~$ at Fabric City "’l,
AO WUy, ‘YJ‘

Qur Boat Covers Are Tops.

1800 N. Clinton Ave., Rpchester, NY 14621

(716) 266-6440

Chuck Varndran
WB202ZS

Advertisement

DRAPERIES

UPHOLSTERY

M. ORNSTEIN

wB2YYB
CONTRACTING

(716) 334-3258

gooﬁ“g

Gutter Cleaning

Residential & Free
Commercial Estimates
Attic Seamless
Ventilation Gutters

THE RaRa RAG YEARS AGO

by Ed Gable, K2MP

20 YEARS AGO - JUNE 1974:

The Rochester Hamfest was reported to be a
great success where for the first time the Dome
Arena was used for exhibitors. Many ARRL offi-
cals were in attendance including president Harry
Dannals, W2TUK. The Amateur of the Year
was Clara Reger, W2RUF, who was cited for her
many years of dedication to traffic handling and
for “Elmering” many a new ham in CW opera-
tions. Planning a grand RaRa picnic were the
ladies of RaRa: Joan Vogt, WA2YTK; Florence
Kirkbright, WA2QXB; Onalee Gessin, Claire
Young and Joyce Holdsworth, who added a mini-
golf tournament for the first time. Jim Collins-
worth, WB2EDT, Emergency Coordinator, re-
ported on Amateur involvement in keeping
Rochester General Hospital in communications
due to a site-wide telephone outage. Election
results yielded Joe Hood, K2YAH, President;
Bill March, WA2CER, Vice President; David
Holtz, WB2HTH, Secretary; and Len Gessin,
WA2ZNC, Treasurer.

40 YEARS AGO - JUNE 1954:

Big plans revealed for Field Day where Bob,
W2CZT, is firing up the 1 KW AM rig and NC-
183D. For CW, a mere hundred watter and a
“super sharp” BC-348 from Fran, W2QCEF, gets
the job done. W2ELX is providing the 100 watt 2
meter rig and 5/5 elements which really work at
the 2100 foot site. The RDXA column reports
W2SAW’s nice catch, AC4NC, Zone 23 in
Tibet. Earl Peacock, W2AXR, was RDXA’s in-
coming Chairman. Ed Wendel, W2AKM, in his
VHF Column reported that Chet, W2VVG, just
put a pair of 826’s on 2 meters and that Dick,
W20OWTPF, is logging WO’s like mad on 6 meters.
Linc, W2QY, reporting for the Rochester Emer-
gency Net, says that plans for a National Civil
Defense test are being formulated. The test in-
cludes the scenario of New York City, Schenec-
tady and Buffalo getting bombed! Masline Elec-
tronics, featuring Majestic TV, remained a long
time advertiser.

AWA MUSEUM OPEN FO SEASON |

Hours: 2 -5 p.m. — Saturday and Sunday
7 - 9 p.m. - Wednesday
Location: Old Academy Building,
Village Park , Rte. 5&20
East Bloomfield, NY
Free admission.
For group tours, telephone (716) 657—7489J

RaRa RAG 7



GLENW ELECTRONIC

594 HAGUE STREET COMPONENT PARTS
ROCHESTER, NY 14606 (NEW AND NEW SURPLUS)
SOFURQSfoo A - 5:00 PM LARGE SELECTION
SAT 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM HIGH QUALITY

LOW PRICES

PH: (716) 328-1600
FAX: (716) 328-3630

WE STOCK THE FOLLOWING:

AC CORDS IC'S

CAPACITORS LAMPS

COAX CABLE LED'S
CONNECTORS MOTORS

DIODES POTENTIOMETERS
ENCLOSURES RELAYS

FANS RESISTORS
FUSES SCR'S
FUSEHOLDERS SHRINK TUBE

IN-DEPTH INVENTORY

SOLDER
SWITCHES
TRANSISTORS
TRIACS
TRIMPOTS
VARIABLE CAPS
WIRE/CABLE
ZENER DIODES
LOTS MORE

TRY GLENWOOD FOR ALL YOUR COMPONENT REQUIREMENTS

SPELL-CHECKER

by Carlton Smith KA4VPM

I have a spell-checker; I’ve run this poem threw it,
It came with my PC. I'm sure your please to no.
It planely marques four my revue It’s letter perfect in it’s weigh;
Mistakes I cannot sea. My checker tolled me sew.

Tnx Bluegrass ARS “Qua/Ham” via ARNS
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