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Coming, on January 5, to a club

near you...

By Jim DiTucci, N2IXD
Vice-President, RARA

Meet your friends at RaRa and learn about the latest
happenings in the Atlantic Division and at the
ARRL. To welcome in the New Year, RaRa is
pleased to announce that ARRL Atlantic Division
Director, Bill Edgar, N3LLR, will address the
membership. Please take this opportunity to hear
Bill discuss recent League initiatives in support of
your hobby. The ARRL is your wvoice in
Washington, your voice to the FCC and the
protector of your on-air operating privileges.
Whether or not you agree with the motives or
methods of the League, come out to present your
stand. Here is your chance to voice your opinion
on League initiatives and what is important to you
and your hobby whether you are a member or not.
Bill will be here to listen and take your opinions,
wants and desires back to League HQ.

RaRa is an ARRL affiliated club with over 70%
of our membership who are League members too. If
you are not a League member, consider joining. If
you have not been a member for the last 2 years or
more you will get a discount of $15.00 on your
membership application to the League if it is
handled through RARA. This discount is only for —
the first year’s dues.

Hams join ARRL for many different reasons.
The League benefits individual members as well as
the Amateur Radio Service.

RaRa Meeting

January 5, 2007 7:30 PM
Henrietta Fire Company #1
3129 East Henrietta Rd
Bill Edgar, N3LLR
ARRL Director

Besides the obvious ARRL membership benefits
and service ((JST, awards/contents, QSL Bureau,
equipment insurance, etc.) what are some other
reasons for joining:

QUESTION: Why should I be a pational
member of ARRL, if I can just participate
focally with a club?

ANSWER: Your national dues support ARRL
and many of our national and local initiatives. Your
dues support an organization that represents ham
radio operators in governmental matters--such as
lobbying to protect our frequency privileges. Your
dues go towards communications research,
educational outreach, and help supply local
volunteers with the materials they need to provide
excellent public service,

As the national association for Amateur Radio,
ARRL also offers "all-risk" equipment insurance, a
monthly journal (QST magazine), local licensing
opportunities, technical and regulatory information
and answers, and opportunities for volunteers.

QUESTION: But what's in it for ME?

ANSWER: There are many benefits to
membership  whether you are a VHFer, DXer,
Contester, like working Public Service Events, or
like to Experiment with new Technologies. The
League has something for you. To learn about all
the benefits the League has to offer go to their web
site: http://www.arrl.org.

SILENT KEYS

Clyde Y. Washburn, W2IU
' December 14, 2006
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The Prez Sez

By Bill Kasperkoski, WB2SXY
President, RARA

Thanks to all for the great attendance at the BPL
discussions at the December RARA general
membership meeting. There was a great amount of
information.  and many questions by the
membership. Many thanks to Curtis N2ZHKD and
coworkers for the finc presentation.

There is still time to consider which ones of the
many Public Service events you would like to
practice your skills at for this upcoming year. Many
events are partial days and very local and provide
good exercise of your dispatching, responding and
message handling services. One of the main points
that will allow us to keep our bands is the FCC
seeing that ham operators take seriously the charge
that we have for providing for the public good.

Remember to meet all your friends at RARA,
meet all your friends at the Rochester Hamfest. Do
not forget to contact the Hamfest Chairman, Harold,
about ideas regarding the upcoming events, how we
can contribute to them and what your plans for
attendance and participation will be for this year
and upcoming years.

This is not too ecarly for deciding how to work
with the RARA membership and the ham
community at large for the upcoming year. Board
of Director members will be working through the
year, and this spring the election will position next
years Board and Officers in their working offices.
Many people have ideas, concepts and opinions
about how the organization is run and everyone's
input is needed. Contact a RARA officer or Board
member and help put your skills to use and hone
them for your future.

RaRa Memorial
Scholarship
Application Deadline
April 15, 2007

RaRa Hotline
(585) 442-0587

24 hours a day




RaRa Rag 20 Years Ago, January
1987

By Ed Gable, K2ZMP
RARA Historian

The January meeting was an interesting technical
talk on a new subject that would be impacting on all
of us. Mr. Stan Nelson, from TelPage, along with
an engineer from Genesee Telephone, gave a talk
and demonstration on something called Cellular
Telephone. The venue was the 40/8 Club on
University Avenue.

John Lloyd, KA2KFY, wrote inviting everyone to
RaRa’s Winter Fun Fest to be held at Mendon
Ponds Park in February. John promised indoor and
outdoor activities including cross country skiing
and down hill sledding. If outdoor winter activity
doesn’t float your boat, there was always my
personal favorite; the cookie, cake and pie making
contest, (They needed judges) The entry fee was a
log for the fireplace.

On this dawn of a new year President Dick
Goslee, K2VCZ, wrote a nice tribute thanking all of
the volunteers who make RaRa work. Jim Fisher,
writing for the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, invited
Hams to become involved with the new Hamlin
Beach USCGA group. Fees for January 1987 VEC
exams were announced at $4.35. As Secretary of
the Rochester VHF  Group, Tom Richmond,
WB2IEY, wrote a nice article describing the
Group’s activities and invited all to attend their
meetings. Ed Holdsworth, N2EH, penned a long
article telling of the planned public service events
for 1987. Not yet making the new year, there were
already 13 events on the list. Ed, N2EH, also wrote
as head of the License Courses. The Fall Novice
course just finished with 32 new Amateurs joining
our ranks. The Spring Course was already planned
and you could register immediately by contacting
Dave Bernheisel, N2DPF.

It was reported that a large gathering met at the
Maplewood Inn to honor Rochester’s pioneering
Ham, then active for 75 years, Mr. George
Batterson, W2GB, ex-8TC. George got interested
in wireless when he heard traffic on-the-air going to
the sinking liner Titanic in 1912. George is no
longer with us but he lives on in our hearts as co-
founder of the Antique Wireless Association. His 1
kW spark transmitter is still fully functional and is a
favorite item to demonstrate at the AWA Museum
in Bloomfield. Most of the attendees are now silent
keys as well, but two folks, identificd as being
active in the 1930’s, are still with us; Sherwood
Snyder W2KFU and Dick Fish W20WF. A new
advertiser is Michael Rice, KB2SG, Attorney At
Law. From the Want Ads you could buy a Drake
TR4 from Don, N2AFS.

Pumpkin Patrol — Thank You

November 17, 2006

Mr. Lloyd Caves
652 Beverly Drive
Webster, NY 14580

Dear Mr. Caves:

I would like to take the time to thank vou, for all
your help in organizing the Pumpkin Patrol this
year. Through your help and that of the many other
volunteers, we are happy to report that there were
no major incidents along the New York State
Thruway this Halloween.

Enclosed is a donation from the New York State
Thruway Authority to help defray any expenses for
postage, long distance calls, or any other expenses
that you may have incurred with your association
for the Pumpkin Patrol program. Additionally, I
would request that you would please forward a list
of your volunteers to myself, along with their call
signs. I would also like to send out certificates of
appreciation to each individual, as soon as possible.
Hopefully, this small contribution, as well as the
certificates, will somehow demonstrate the
appreciation of both the New York State Thruway
Authority and the New York State Police.

Again, thank you for the time given to the
Pumpkin Patrol by all the volunteers in your
organization.

Sincerely,

Charles F. Stumpf
Sergeant — Troop T
New York State Police

Note: The donation was forwarded to the Monroe
County ARES organization.

In Memory of John E. Levis,
KB2FXI

The additional $100.00 with my membership is a
donation to the Scholarship in memory of John E.
Levis, KB2FXI, who passed away 12-3-2004.

John, being blind since birth, was limited in many
activities. Ham radio filled a big void in his life. If
he could help out in activities or run a net it made
him feel very good and needed. He met many hams
on the air waves and in person. This was a great
experience for him. It breaks our hearts not being
able to see or hear him hamming it up in the family
room.

God Bless the many RARA members and their
families.

Signed, Mom; Belty Levis

Dad; Milt Levis, N2JIDN
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ARISS contact with Sherman

Elementary School in Henrietta
By Rocky Chambers, W2ROC

When- The contact should happen the week of the
8th of January. Actual time and date are not as yet
known. When the time and date become available
they will be posted on the RaRa website.

Where to listen- Live feed of the contact will be
going out on 444.25 & 147.345 local repeaters.
Both repeaters support Echolink and IRLP. (please
no transmitting during contact).

FCC to Drop Morse Testing for All
Amateur License Classes

ARRL Bulletin 30 ARLB030
From ARRL Headgquarters
Newington CT December 16, 2006

In an historic move, the FCC has acted to drop the
Morse code requirement for all Amateur Radio
license classes. The Commission today adopted a
Report and Order (R&O) in WT Docket 05-235. In
a break from typical practice, the FCC only issued a
public notice at or about the close of business and
not the actual Report and Order, so some details --
including the effective date of the R&O -- remain
uncertain. The public notice is located at,
http://hraunfoss.fec.gov/edoes public/attachmatch/
DOC-269012A1.pdf.

Also today, the FCC also adopted an Order on
Reconsideration, in WT Docket 04-140 -- the
"omnibus" proceeding -- agreeing to modify the
Amateur Radio rules in response to an ARRL
request to accommodate automatically controlled
narrowband digital stations on 80 meters in the
wake of rule changes that became effective today at
12:01 AM Eastern Time. The Commission said it
will carve out the 3585 to 3600 kHz frequency
scgment for such operations. Prior to the long-
awaited action on the Morse code issue, Amateur
Radio applicants for General and higher class
licenses had to pass a S WPM Morse code test to
operate on HF. The Commission said today's R&O
eliminates that requirement for General and
Amateur Extra applicants. "This change eliminates
an unnecessary tregulatory burden that may
discourage current Amateur Radio operators from
advancing their skills and participating more fully
in the benefits of Amateur Radio," the FCC said.

The ARRL had asked the FCC to retain the 5
WPM for Amateur Extra class applicanis only. The
FCC proposed earlier to drop the requirement
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across the board, however, and it held to that
decision in today's R&O.Perhaps more important,
the FCC's action in WT Docket 05-235 appears to
put all Technician licensees on an equal footing:
Once the R&O goes into effect, holders of
Technician class licenses will have equivalent HF
privileges, whether or not they've passed the 5
WPM Element 1 Morse examination. The FCC said
the R&QO in the Morse code docket would eliminate
a disparity in the operating privileges for the
Technician and Technician Plus class licensees.
Technician licensees without Element 1 eredit (ie,
Tech Plus licensees) currently have operating
privileges on all amateur [requencies above 30
MHz.

"With today's elimination of the Morse code
exam requirements, the FCC concluded that the
disparity between the operating privileges of
Technician Class licensees and Technician Plus
Class licensees should not be retained,” the FCC
said in its public notice. "Therefore, the FCC, in
today's action, afforded Technician and Technician
Plus licensees identical operating privileges."

The wholesale elimination of a Morse code
requirement for all license classes ends a
longstanding national and international regulatory
tradition in the requirements to gain access to
Amateur Radio frequencies below 30 MHz. The
first no-code license in the US was the Technician
ticket, instituted in 1991,

The question of whether or not to drop the Morse
requirement altogether has been the subject of
often-heated debate over the past several years, but
the handwriting has been on the wall. A number of
countries, including Canada, no longer require
applicants for an Amateur Radio license to pass a
Morse code test to gain HF operating privileges.
The list has been increasing regularly.

The FCC said today's R&O in WT Docket 05-235
comports with revisions to the international Radio
Regulations resulting from the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) World
Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03).
At that gathering, delegates agreed to authorize
each country to determine whether or not to require
that applicants demonstrate Morse code proficiency
in order to qualify for an Amateur Radio license
with privileges on frequencies below 30 MHz.

Typically, the effective date of an FCC Order is
30 days after it appears in the Federal Register.
That would mean the Morse requirement and the
revised 80-meter segment for automatically
controlled digital stations would likely not go into
effect until late January 2007.

The ARRL will provide any additional
information on these important Part 97 rule
revisions as it becomes available.




Sidebands: Amateur Radio in the

News

By Larry Wallnau, W2ZEY
ARRL P10, WNY Section

ARRL Milestones. The year 2006 marked the club
affiliation milestone of 75 years for a select few
organizations. Besides Rochester Amateur Radio
Association, these included ARA of Long Beach,
Associated RA of Southern NE, Delaware Valley
RA, Falmouth ARA, Morris Radio Club,
Schenectady ARA, St Louis ARC, St Paul RC,
Tulsa ARC, Yakima ARC and Yale University
ARC. Congratulations to all.

Omnibus Report and Order Erratum. The FCC
released an Erratum that corrects one error in the
recent Repert and Order (R&O) in WT Docket 04-
140 — the so-called "omnibus" Amateur Radio
proceeding. As originally worded, §97.3(c)(2)
inadvertently limited J2D emissions to an occupied
bandwidth of 500 Hz. J2D emissions are data sent
by modulating an SSB transmitter. Had it been left
to stand, the error would have rendered PACTOR
I11 illegal below 30 MHz at full capability as well
as Olivia and MT63 when operated at bandwidths
greater than 500 Hz bandwidth, 1200 baud packet,
Q15X25 and Clover 2000. The FCC Erratum
revised §97.3(c)(2) of the Amateur Service rules
going into effect December 15 to read: "Data.
Telemetry, telecommand and computer
communications emissions having (i) designators
with A, C, D, F, G, H, J or R as the first symbol, 1
as the second symbol, and D as the third symbol;
(ii) emission J2D; and (iii) emissions A1C, F1C,
F2C, J2C, and J3C having an occupied bandwidth
of 500 Hz or less when transmitted on an amateur
service frequency below 30 MHz. Only a digital
code of a type specifically authorized in this part
may be transmitted."

Seehttp://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs _public/attachmat
ch/DOC-268642A1.pdf for more details.

Amateur Radio Exam Question Pool Altered.
With numerous new FCC Part 97 rules going into
effect, the National Conference of Volunteer
Examiner Coordinators' (NCVEC) Question Pool
Committee (QPC) has dropped two dozen questions
from the three Amateur Radio examination question
pools. The deletions will bring ham radio license
exams offered starting December 15 into line with
rule changes spelled out in the recent FCC
"omnibus" Report and Order (R&O) in WT Dockel
04-140. ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma,
ABI1FM, says ARRL VEC-sponsored examination
sessions will go forward without interruption.
"ARRL VEC will not be replacing any of our exam

booklets affected by the WT 04-140 rule changes,"
Somma said. "We will, instead, be using stickers to
substitute alternate questions. The stickers will
contain valid questions to place in the exam
booklets to cover up the deleted questions." The
stickers will go out by December 15 to ARRL VEC
volunteer examiner teams that have been formally
field stocked. The QPC cut just one question from
the Technician question pool, 13 from the General
pool and 10 from the Amateur Extra pool. Changes
in rules governing frequency privileges and external
RF power amplifier standards accounted for the
lion's share of the questions cut from the General
and Amateur Extra pools.

Shuttle Discovery Includes Three Radio
Amateurs. The Shuttle Discovery carried three
radio amateurs, one of whom — US astronaut Sunita
Williams, KD5SPLB — joins ISS Expedition 14 in
progress. She will replace European Space Agency
astronaut Thomas Reiter, DF4TR, whose duty tour
has spanned Expeditions 13 and 14 — the first time
that's happened in the history of the ISS. Williams
is said to be eager lo do Amaleur Radio on the
International Space Station (ARISS) school group
contacts from NA1SS.

Also aboard Discovery is European Space
Agency astronaut and mission specialist Christer
Fuglesang, KESCGR/SAOAFS, Sweden's first
astronaut, who made his first journey into space.
Plans are in place for Fuglesang to carry out an
ARISS  school contact with students at
Thunmanskolan in Knivsta, Sweden. The contact
would be the first ARISS school QSO with
Scandinavia. On November 20, Fuglesang attended
an Amateur Radio training session at Johnson
Space Center to prepare him for using the ARISS
Phase 2 station for his school contact. Primary
payloads on the 12-day mission are the PS5
integrated truss segment, SPACEHAB single
logistics module and an integrated cargo carrier.
Mission specialist Nicholas Patrick, KD5SPKY, also
is on the seven-member STS-116 mission crew.
This marked the 20th shuttle flight to the ISS.

League Faults FCC Chairman for Biased,
Inaccurate BPL Information. The ARRL has
called on FCC Chairman Kevin J. Martin and his
fellow commissioners to employ "a more even-
handed approach" when promoting new broadband
technologies. In a December 6 fax to Martin and the
other four FCC members, ARRL CEQ David
Sumner, K1ZZ, faulted the chairman for using
broadband over power line (BPL) deployment data
from the BPL industry when speaking at
Georgetown Universitly November 30. Martin's
presentation (see
http://www.fcc.gov/commissioners/martin/georgeto
wn.ppt ) included a slide of a map from the United

RaRa Rag 5




Power Line Council (UPLC), a BPL proponent
purporting to show current BPL deployments in the
US. "This slide is taken from a biased industry
source and fails to note that a large percentage of
the deployments shown on the map have been shut
down and no longer exist," Sumner told Martin. His
letter included a list of five systems shut down as
much as two years earlicr. In several instances,
utilities announced they had abandoned their BPL
pilot projects because they proved to be
uneconomical or were unable to compete with
existing broadband technologies.

Canada’s 7.335 MHz CHU Time Signal Could
Go Silent.  Changes in international frequency
allocations could force Canada’'s CHU time-
standard signal on 7.335 MHz to go off the air,
change frequency or get another license by next
spring. The International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) has reallocated the 7300-7350 kHz
band from "fixed service" to "broadcasting,"
effective April 2007, CHU now operates as a fixed
service facility. CHU's other frequencies — 3.330
and 14.670 MHz — are not affected. The station has
been including messages in English and French in
its 7.335 MHz transmissions to solicit information
from CHU listeners and to help shape
recommendations regarding which direction to go.
"On April 1, 2007, CHU needs to stop operating,
change frequencies, or re-license. Contact
radio.chu@nrc.ge.ca or mail CHU Canada KIA
OR6," the English version says. The Institute for
National Measurement Standards at the National
Research Council of Canada operates CHU.

January Calendar of events

5 - RaRa Meeting — 7:30 PM - Henrietta Fire Hall,
3129 East Henrietta Road

11 - RaRa Board of Directors — 8:00PM-RIT
Bldg-9, Room 3119

12 - RVHFG — 7:30 PM, monthly meeling at
Ogden Town Hall, 269 Ogden Center Rd.

16 - RDXA — 7:30 PM, monthly meeting at Gander
Mountain, Jay Scutti Blvd, Henrietta

19 — RRRA — 8:00PM, monthly meeting at
Pittsford Town Hall, basement meeting room.

20 - RaRa VE Testing session — 10:00AM Bldg-9
Room-3139 RIT Campus, Henrietta

25 - ARES - 7:00PM, monthly meeting at Red
Cross, 50 Prince St., Rochester
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February Rag Deadline
January 12, 2007

RaRa Hotline
(585) 442-0587

24 hours a day

Rochester Hamfest
June 1-2-3, 2007

RaRa Memorial

Scholarship
Application Deadline
April 15, 2007

RaRa Amateur Radio
License Testing

All Elements needed
to complete a license class.

3" Saturday of each
Month, Sept. — April

Registration — 10:00AM
Testing — 10:15AM

Room 3139, Building 9
(Park in Lot J)
Rochester Institute of Technology
1 Lomb Memorial Drive
Rochester, NY 14623

Contact Raj Dewan, N2RD to reserve
Space. Call (585) 703-4003 or e-mail
n2rd@arrl.net




Floral Memorials

Cemetery Plot Beautification
& Maintenance

Graveside Plantings at
all local cemeteries

(585) 905-9300
Also available: Seasonal Wreath
& Special Occasion Bouquet

Remembrances

Operated by KA2GPJ] & XYL

Ayers Printing

35 Mushroom Boulevard
Rochester, New York

(585) 424-6080
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
You name it ...
we can print it on paper.

One color ik, two colors, 4 color process.

printing the RaRa Rag smee 1999

R. C. Smith Company

Advertising Specinlities

Emblems — Badges — Labels
Printing — Signs
Embroidered Shirts, Jackets & Caps
Direct Mail and Fund Raising

Richard C. Smith, KC2MGI

6 Wayside Circle
Pittstord, New York 14534
Tel & Fax (585) 586-4820

. is on your side ...
LD

Biagiotti Agency

Marykay Vesco, KC2DPG

MNationwide Insurance and

Financial Services

429-2082 fax 429-5444
vescom@nationwide.com

Support The Hams
That Advertise in
the “RaRa Rag”

Rochester Hamfest
June 1-2-3, 2007

JAMISON EYE CARE
90 Erie Canal Drive
Rochester, NY 14626
(585) 225-5883

Richard R. Jamison, M.D. WA2QDP
Michele A. Jamison, M.D.

EYE EXAMS GLASSES
CATARACT LASER
GLAUCOMA

‘ Have you made Your Will?
i Do you need an
' Experienced Attorney
to handle a Decedent’s Estate?

QSL? | call:

Snyder and Snyder, LLP
Sherwood M. Snyder W2KFU
Paul Snyder

183 East Main Street, Suite 1024  {535) 546-7258




Howard J. Greenwald, P.C.

349 West Commercial Street, Suite 3075
East Rochester, New York 14445

Telephone: (585) 387-0285

Howard }. Greenwald, AB2HD
Patent Attomey

40+ years experience in assisting inventors in
all areas of technology

Free Initial Consultation

GLENWOOD SALES ELECTRONIC
594 Hague Street COMPONENT PARTS
Rochester, New York 14606 (New and New Surplus)

Hours: LARGE SELECTION
Monday — Friday 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. HIGH QUALITY
LOW PRICES
(585) 328-1600 IN-DEPTH INVENTORY
(585) 328-3630 Fax WEEKLY SPECIAL BARGAINS

WE STOCK THE FOLLOWING:

AC CORDS IC’S SOLDER
CAPACITORS LAMPS SWITCHES
COAX CABLE LED’S TRANSISTORS
CONNECTORS MOTORS TRIACS
DIODES POTENTIOMETERS TRIMPOTS

ENCLOSURES RELAYS VARIABLE CAPS
FANS RESISTORS WIRE/CABLE
FUSES SCR’S ZENER DIODES
FUSEHOLDERS SHRINK TUBE LOTS MORE

FULL LINE DISTRIBUTORS FOR

NTE Replacement Semi’s TYTON Cable Ties

PRB VCR Belts & Accy PROTEK Test Gear

GC/THORSEN Tools & Chemicals MUELLER Test Leads

SL WABER Outlet Strips + GOLDSTAR Test Gear

WAHL Soldering/Drilling PALADIN Tools
Tools & Accy

TRY GLENWOOD FOR ALL YOUR COMPONENT REQUIREMENTS
Search our inventory at “www.GLENWOODSALES.COM”




