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S  T , W2LW, R R  V  P 
 
Itôs been two years, so it is really time to dust off the equipment you no longer love or get 
ready to find a new treasure! The R R Annual Auction is coming Wednesday, Novem-
ber 3. The entire November meeting will be dedicated to the auction; in fact, we'll be 
opening the doors early at 6:00PM to let sellers bring in the treasures they're hoping to 
go home without. At 6:30 members not selling can begin perusing the items to see them 
up close before they hit the auction block starting at 7:00. If you are not selling any items, 
please donôt arrive before 6:30.  
 
We will be providing stickers that you can use as you browse items. Place a marker on 
an item if you are interested in it. We will be using the markers to adjust the order of auc-
tioned items to move things along a little faster and make things more interesting. 
 
Our auctioneer will be Ed Gable, K2MP, back at it again using his knowledge and humor to help sellers get top dollar for their 
items. We are also looking for someone to help auction and for pickers and runners. If you would like to give it a try, please email 
me at vicepresident@rochesterham.org. 
 
The auction is a members-only event, so please renew your membership online if you haven't already. Our president and member-
ship secretary, Tim Barrett, K9VB, will be at the entrance checking membership and helping members renew if they were unable to 
do so in advance.  
 
Please bring up to three items you have that are radio related and that you feel may be of interest to a fellow ham. Each item 
should be clearly labeled with three important pieces of information: (1) Your name & call; (2) A description (is it working?); and (3) 
Your desired starting price. Attached to the Rag is a form you can use (which is also available on the clubôs website). 
 
Procedural notes: Sellers: Please bring a piece of cardboard to put under any item that could scratch the tables. Also, please note 
that the club will benefit by keeping 10% of the final sale price. Buyers: Be aware that we can only accept cash. All items are sold 
ñas isò. Complete procedural information is provided on page 8. 
 
Please join in the fun! Even if you have nothing to sell! This is a great event and a nice way to spend an evening. Wednesday No-
vember 3, 2021 ð doors open at 6:00PM for sellers, 6:30 to review, 7:00 start. We will be trying to wrap up around 10:00PM. 
COVID precautions remain in place! We ask that only vaccinated members attend. 
 
Meeting at the BSA, 2320 BrightonïHenrietta Townline Road, Brighton, NY 14623. Dual online/in-person meetings will return in 
December. 

I  T  I 

mailto:vicepresident@rochesterham.org
https://www.rochesterham.org/meetings/2019-11-06%20Auction%20Item%20Form.pdf
http://www.rochesterham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/rochesterham
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNBrfB8eNBuCD5OQUMDdhMQ
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What a Year 
It has been a year since I had the opportunity to fill this page with my thoughts. 
Many things have changed, some good, some bad. It is hard to imagine any person 
or any organization that has not been impacted by COVID. In fact, sometimes it is 
easy to forget that there have been far too many folks that paid the ultimate price in 
contracting this scourge. Fortunately for me, it has not touched close to home. 
 
As a club, we have adapted. What was once the meeting presentation of last resort, 
the remote presentation has turned out to be the standard in an online format. It has 
given us the ability to have many presenters that I would not have thought possible 
where the remote presenter is just another attendee. 
 
Now, as things have loosened up a bit, in October we have finally had a live in-
person meeting with joint online participation. The technical execution of the dual 
meeting has been a topic that received a fair amount of discussion at the board 
level. In the end, the simple method for the first session worked pretty well, except 
for an audio loop problem with video from the presenter. Ironically, we tested play-
ing videos to check the setup both a week earlier and just prior to the commence-
ment of the meeting. However, with a different computer for the presenter, Murphy 
stepped in to remind us we were doing something new! 
 
New Audio System 
In my 2020 article, I described our efforts at a long-term plan for audio. The Board 
established a subcommittee with the task of recommending a new audio system 
that the club would own. We set forth requirements such as working in a small envi-
ronment like the BSA, possible Academy usage, and also usage at our hamfest. A 
budget was set, and equipment was selected and approved.  
 
It was decided that since we were not having live meetings at that time we could 
wait and see if sale pricing popped up or maybe a better deal could be had. Who 
knew then that we would have supply chain shortages across the board for every-
thing from video cards to radios and é audio gear. So, we are getting some pieces 
now, swapping a few things for alternates and waiting for items on backorder. 
Hopefully, it will be ready for the December meeting.  
 
Special thanks to Tim Guyout (KB1POP) for spearheading and managing this pro-
ject. 
 
In addition, we are looking into live video options ð some simple, some a little more 
complex. This should improve the experience for the remote attendees. We are still 
working on how this might work, so, if you attended the October meeting remotely, I 
would like to hear your comments. 
 
Help! 
As I mentioned in 2020, if youôre interested in becoming the A/V person, we will be 
happy to get you started. It is an important task!  
 
I have been coordinating and managing the online meetings, and continue to do so 
for now. We just need someone to set up, run and teardown the gear. 

 
Presenters and Presentations 
This will be my third year as Vice President with a break last year with Brian OôCon-
nor (KA2CGB) filling the role. Aside from filling in for the President as needed, the 
primary task of the VP is to organize the presentation portion of the monthly meet-
ings. 
 
The VP role can be challenging. I could use help on two fronts: first, what does the 
membership want to see, learn and experience? I have always tried to have topics 
that are either directly or indirectly related to ham radio, our roles as hams, emer-
gencies and community service, and anything electronic technology related. 
 
Over the past few years, what have you enjoyed, disliked or maybe would like to 
see? Please e-mail me a let me know at vicepresident@rocheserham.org. 
 
Second, presenters and presentationsé 
 
Certainly there are folks reading this with special skills or focus within the hobby 
that others in the club would be interested in. The use of tools and techniques, in-
terest and application of technology is as wide as the spectrum we are granted to 
operate in.  
 
Wonôt you consider sharing your experiences by providing us with a presentation? I 
know there are many topics I would be interested in, such as antenna modeling 
software or electronic circuit emulation. In addition, there are a lot of canned 
presentations available from other clubs which could be used as the basis of a 
presentation. 
 
I find performing presentations to be fun and rewarding; maybe you will too! 
 
Again, send me a note. If youôre a little power-point shy, I can help you along and 
give you some tips. One more thing that the new remote world gives us is an easier 
way to comminate, collaborate, and just lend a helping hand. 

B  B 

S  T , W2LW, R R  V  P 

C   E 
  
W  N  3, 2021 - RR Annual Auction 
 7:00 PM -  IN-PERSON  
 
T  N  4, 2021 - R R Board of Directors Meeting 
 6:30PM ON LINE 
 Email request for link to secretary@rochesterham.org 
 
S  N  20, 2021 - VE T   
 10:00AM Rochester Institute of Technology, Bldg 16  
 Schmitt Interfaith Center, Skalny Room 
 See page 17 for details 

mailto:vicepresident@rocheserham.org
mailto:secretary@rochesterham.org
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E  
Karl Heinz Kremer, K5KHK, Education Coordinator 

 

R R  LICENSE COURSES 
Karl Heinz Kremer, K5KHK, License Class Coordinator 

 
We are now halfway through the fall classes for Technician and General licens-
es. Itôs not too early to plan for the winter session: We will again try to offer a 
Technician and a General class. Given how popular the Zoom classes have 
been for the last year, and the fact that we can draw our students from a slightly 
larger area, I am planning on teaching via Zoom again. Classes will start the 
week of January 10th:  
 
The Technician license class will be taught by Karl Heinz Kremer ï K5KHK ï 
and will be on Tuesday evenings from 6pm to about 8pm, starting on 
1/11/2022.  
 
The General license class will be taught by Freddy Sulyma ï WB2GFZ ï and 
will be on Thursday evenings from 6:30pm to about 8:30pm, starting on 
1/13/2022.  
 
We are again not able to provide an Extra license class, but we are working on 
a ñAmateur Extra Without the Math Anxietyò workshop specifically about the 
math part of the Extra curriculum. This will be three or four sessions. The de-
tails are still being worked out, but if you are interested, please let us know.  
 
Classes are free to R R  members, and if you would like to sign up, please 
send an email to education@rochesterham.org. License manuals are availa-
ble for $25 ï if you are interested, in a manual, please also send an email to  
education@rochesterham.org.  
 

As far as the Technician License goes, keep in mind that the question pool, and 
with that the license manual and the class curriculum will change on July 1st 
2022. If youôve been working on getting the Technician license, now is a good 
time to start working on this again, otherwise you will have to deal with a new 
set of questions.  
.  

R R  ELMERS CORNER 
Suzanne Bishopp, W2SUZ  
Rich Bishopp, KD2UBJ 

Elmers Corner Coordinators 
 
We are so glad to be back in the swing of things! Fall is chugging right along, 
but we are still taking time out to camp and of course, enjoy the many parks 
New York has to offer us while playing radio with Parks On The Air. Before you 
know it, it will be November and we will be gathering again at the Saturday 
morning Elmerôs Corner! - November 6th 10am-12pm 
 
The last Elmerôs Corner meeting was great! We learned all about the fantastic 
Public Service opportunities that R R has for hams like us. We also talked a 
little about a few other general items, such as how close to the end of the band 
is too close! One of my favorite topics was logging software. I could really learn 
more about this, as I am still looking for the best software to keep all of my con-
tacts in one place. Right now, I just use excel, and of course HAMRS for PO-
TAébut I know there are much better ways of keeping these records all in one 
place. If you have any ideas, comments, or questions on this topic, please join 
us the first Saturday in November! This is going to be an open general Q&A 
meeting, so bring all of your questions, or tips and tricks and anything else you 
would like to share! You can submit questions early if you would like, this way 
we can give our Elmers a chance to prepare. Submit those early questions to: 
elmerscorner@rochesterham.org.   
 
Elmerôs Corner is for ALL hams! Beginners like me, W2SUZ, and for hams that 
have years of experience.  
 
If you have a specific topic you would like to learn more about, please let us 
know. We will do our best to find the right Elmer to present on the topic and get 
the answer to your questions. 
 
Thanks, and see you at the November Elmerôs Corner! 
 
NOVEMBER ELMERS CORNER 
Saturday, November 6th from 10AM ï 12PM 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83484674667?
pwd=MG5DZXd6SFovN3lXa0NNTzM5UnBLUT09 
Meeting ID: 834 8467 4667 
Passcode: 786545 
 

mailto:education@rochesterham.org
mailto:education@rochesterham.org
mailto:elmerscorner@rochesterham.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83484674667?pwd=MG5DZXd6SFovN3lXa0NNTzM5UnBLUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83484674667?pwd=MG5DZXd6SFovN3lXa0NNTzM5UnBLUT09
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RARA ACADEMY WORKSHOPS 
 
We are still looking for somebody to coordinate our R R Academy sessions. 
Please see last monthôs edition of the R R Rag for more information, or send 
an email to education@rochesterham.org if you have specific questions.  
 

MORSE CODE TRAINING 
D  W , WA2HOY, RXCWG C 

 
The RXCW Group assists Hams wanting to learn Morse Code or to develop 
their CW skills. 
 
BEGINNERS MORSE CODE ZOOM CLASSES  
Peter Fournia, W2SKY, hosts Morse Code classes on Thursday evenings 7pm. 
No experience required.  
Join the group at any session. 
Register at: pfournia@gmail.com 
 
MORSE PRACTICE FOR ALL LEVELS ON ZOOM 
Tim Brown, WB2PAY, hosts code practice for all levels on Wednesday evenings 
at 7pm. 
Register at: tjbrown@rochester.rr.com  
 
MORSE PRACTICE ON AIR 
Tim Brown, WB2PAY, hosts on air practice on Tuesdays at 2PM on 6M at 
50.250MHz. 
W1AW - http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule 
 

SLOW - 5, 7 1/2, 10, 13 and 
15 wpm 
 
FAST - 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 
and 10 wpm 
 
FREQ(MHz) - 1.8025, 
3.5815, 7.0475, 14.0475, 
18.0975, 21.0675, 28.0675, 
50.350, 147.555 
 

 
W1AW Code Practice MP3 Files: http://www.arrl.org/code-practice-files 
 
To set up a cw sked, contact 
Peter at pfournia@gmail.com or 
Tim at tjbrown@rochester.rr.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

9 AM  Fast Slow Fast Slow 

4 PM Fast Slow Fast Slow Fast 

7 PM Slow Fast Slow Fast Slow 

10 PM Fast Slow Fast Slow Fast 

Name Call Area Email 

Ned Asam W2NED Pittsford w2ned@frontiernet.net 

Tim Brown WB2PAY Ogden tjbrown@rochester.rr.com 

Pete Fournia W2SKY Penfield pfournia@gmail.com 

Bill Hopkins AA2YV Brighton whopkin4@naz.edu 

Bob Karz K2OID Webster rkarz@rochester.rr.com 

Joe Rowe AG2Y Webster ag2y@rochester.rr.com 

Harry Williams KF2TV Webster harryw7872@gmail.com 

CW E  

Name Call Area Email 

Tim Brown WB2PAY Ogden tjbrown@rochester.rr.com 

Dave Carlson N2OA Batavia kdcarlso@gmail.com 

Lawrence Hill N2AJX Henrietta lawrence.hill@rit.edu 

Rich Hoffarth K2AXP  rhoffarth2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Kasperkoski WB2SXY Pittsford wb2sxy@gmail.com 

Don Kiser AC2EV N Greece dkiser100@gmail.com 

Karl Heinz Kremer K5KHK Chili k5khk@khk.net 

Tim Magee WB2KAO Greece 585-704-5747 

Mike Moore KC2NM  mikemoore@ieee.org 

Peter Schuch WB2UAQ Perinton pschuch@rochester.rr.com 

Forest Shick WA2MZG Webster fshick3@gmail.com 

Dave Timmons W2DST N Greece dstimmons@gmail.com 

Steve Verzulli KA1CNF  verzulli@yahoo.com 

Dan Waterstraat W2DEW Henrietta higreen@rochester.rr.com 

R  E 

mailto:We%20are%20still%20looking%20for%20somebody%20to%20coordinate%20our%20RaRa%20Academy%20sessions.%20Please%20see%20last%20month’s%20edition%20of%20the%20RaRa%20Rag%20for%20more%20information,%20or%20send%20an%20email%20to%20education@rochesterham.org%20
mailto:pfournia@gmail.com
mailto:tjbrown@rochester.rr.com
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule
http://www.arrl.org/code-practice-files
mailto:pfournia@gmail.com
mailto:tjbrown@rochester.rr.com
mailto:w2ned@frontiernet.net?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:tjbrown@rochester.rr.com?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:pfournia@gmail.com?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:whopkin4@naz.edu?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:rkarz@rochester.rr.com?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:ag2y@rochester.rr.com?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:harryw7872@gmail.com
mailto:tjbrown@rochester.rr.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:kdcarlso@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:lawrence.hill@rit.edu?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:rhoffarth2000@yahoo.com
mailto:wb2sxy@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:dkiser100@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:k5khk@khk.net?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:mikemoore@ieee.org
mailto:pschuch@rochester.rr.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:fshick3@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:dstimmons@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:verzulli@yahoo.com
mailto:higreen@rochester.rr.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
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P  S  R   
M  M , KC2NM, P  S  C 

 
Fairport Liftbridge Regatta Results 
R R  provided event communi-
cations for the Fairport Liftbridge 
Regatta on Saturday September 
25.  The organizer for this event 
is the Fairport Crew Club. The 
Fairport Crew Club provides 
opportunities for youth grades 6-
12 to learn to row and be part of a 
competitive rowing team. FCC 
also offers Summer Youth and 
Adult rowing opportunities. 
 
The Liftbridge Regatta is held on 
the canal in Perinton and the 
course map is shown to the right. 
Rowers enter the canal at the 
FCC boathouse located near the 
Rt. 31F bridge. The boats then 
row to the start line near the 490 
canal crossing in Busnellôs Basin. 
From the start line, the race 
course follows the canal north to 
the finish line located at the Rt. 
31F bridge. Hams are located at 
the start and finish lines, on the 
water in a boat, and at each of 
the safety monitor posts along the 
course. The race command post 
is located in the ARES trailer next 
to the FCC boat house. Race 
conditions are reported, and 
logged by net control using a di-
rected net. Other communications jobs include shadowing race officials, advis-
ing recreational boats to stay to one side of the course, and monitoring the posi-
tion of the Colonial Belle excursion boat. Communications team members in-
cluded AB2NM, K4GWA, K9SUB, KB1POP, KC2KYB, KC2NLD, KC2NM, 
KC2PCD, KC2UES, KC2UWD, KC2VJU, WA2TAX, WB2PAY,and WM2W. 
Thanks to Mark Pedersen, KC2UES for his excellent work as team captain for 
the Fairport Liftbridge Regatta. 
 
 
 

We are working with the Rochester Museum and Science Center to determine if 
the Holiday Science and Technology program will be held this year. 
 

Please mark your calendars for our upcoming R R Public Service Events 

Pumpkin Patrol Overpasses of the New York State Thruway Saturday & Sunday Oct. 30-31, 2021 

Holiday Science & Technology Days Rochester Museum & Science Center Monday - Wednesday Dec. 27-29, 2021 

2022 ADA Tour de Cure Xerox Campus, Webster Saturday June 11, 2022 

https://www.fairportcrew.org/
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P ô P ( ) 
J  S , KD2RRB 

 
Decode NOAA APT Weather Satellite Images 

 
Solar Panel RFI 

 
Opcode Mnemonics That Should Be True 

 
Sense User Interaction 

 
A Tesla Coil Quartet 

 
Nerdy Birthday Card 

 
A Light-Up Tree of Life 

 
A Little Graphics Library 

 
 
 

Dick Sylvan, W9CBT, is a very accomplished ham radio cartoonist and his 

work appeared previously in the K9YA Telegraph and also appears in the 

NAQCC Newsletters. His book ñHI - HI ï A Collection of Ham Radio Car-

toonsò is available at www.lulu.com 

D  R  P 

¶ Logbook 

¶ Soldering Station 

¶ HT Antenna 

 

No November Raffle because of the  

Auction 

 

Coming in January 

¶ Small Scope 

https://www.rtl-sdr.com/using-50-lines-of-python-code-to-decode-noaa-apt-weather-satellite-images/
https://qrznow.com/radio-interference-from-solar-panels/
http://www.textfiles.com/humor/COMPUTER/bungl.set
https://news.mit.edu/2021/3d-printed-objects-sense-interaction-0914
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpsY0o8qjXw
https://www.tindie.com/products/makeithackin/nerdy-birthday-card-diy-version/
https://blog.adafruit.com/2021/08/18/making-a-light-up-tree-of-life-with-neopixels-and-circuitpython-circuitpython-qtpy-neopixel-molecularist/
https://learn.adafruit.com/using-littlevgl-with-adafruit-displays/overview
http://www.lulu.com
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R R  M  
T  B , K9VB. RARA P   M  S   

membership@rochesterham.org 
 
I am pleased to report that we ended the membership year with over 570 fully 
paid up members.  
 
Having a strong membership is a great help in attracting good speakers and 
negotiating resources for the club. I will be shortly writing to the ARRL to report 
our club size as required for all ARRL affiliated clubs. Currently we are in the top 
6 of national ARRL affiliated clubs according to ARRL statistics which is quite an 
achievement. Being part of such a large and successful club should be a source 
of pride to all our members. 
 
On September 30

th
 our membership year ended and so we are now back into 

renewals season. Some of you have already renewed for the 2021 / 2022 sea-
son, thanks for doing that so promptly. 
 
If you have not renewed yet please take a moment now to go to the renewals 
page and get your membership up to date. If you donôt recall your access code 
there is an option on that page to have it emailed to you. You can pay by credit 
card (you do not need a Paypal account) or there is an option to pay by mailing 
a check. Those of you reading this who are not members, or have allowed 
membership to lapse a while ago, please consider joining / rejoining here.  
 
Annual rates are very reasonable, $15 for a full member ($10 for Seniors) and 
$10 for Associate members without a callsign. Associates get a free upgrade to 
full member when they get their ticket. Also note that you can join family mem-
bers living in the same household as you for just $5 per additional person. 
 

Donôt Delay, Renew Today! 

Membership ð Time to Renew!   

¶ Over 570 members at the End of 
September 

¶ Sixth largest ARRL affiliated club 
¶ Memberships Lapsed on October 1st 
¶ Renew or join now at: 
 https://www.rochesterham.org/ 
¶ If you have a problem renewing, 
please email us at: 

 membership@rochesterham.org 

mailto:membership@rochesterham.org
https://www.rochesterham.org/membership_data.aspx
https://www.rochesterham.org/membership_data.aspx
https://www.rochesterham.org/membership_join.htm
https://www.rochesterham.org/
mailto:membership@rochesterham.org
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2021 A  I 
 

The Annual R R Auction will start at 7:00PM on Wednesday, November 3rd. 
Schedule of events: 

 5:45PM ï Volunteers set-up room for the auction. 
 6:00PM ï Doors open for Members to stage their sale items. 
 6:30PM ï Buyers are invited to inspect the auction items. 
 7:00PM ï Start of auction. 
 

Note: R R will NOT be offering refreshments at this meeting. Only bottled wa-
ter is permitted in the meeting room. 

Sellers 

Look around your Shack, Workbench, Closet or Garage for that Radio, Anten-
na, Tuner, Tool, Test Instrument or Accessory that another ham can put to 
good use. Take the time to wipe it down and to test it. Leave the junk box at 
home. Only ham radio related items, please. 

Because space is limited, please limit yourself to 2 or 3 sale items per Member. 

Complete the Auction Item Description form before the meeting. Print it from 
this Rag or download it from https://www.rochesterham.org 
 

Once an item is placed for inspection it cannot be removed from the auction for 
a private same-day sale. 

The Seller's Premium (commission) is 10% of sale amount, which will be round-
ed to the nearest dollar; minimum commission per item is $1. 

This Carry In, Carry Out: If your item doesn't sell then you must take it home. 

Buyers 

Each item auctioned is a private sale between the individual parties. R R 
equipment is sold on an ñas-is where-isò basis. 

Cash sales only. All sales are final. The cashier will settle all transactions in 
whole dollars. 

Members Only 

With social distancing rules in force, we must adopt a strict members-only poli-
cy this year. Everyone needs to check in at the Membership desk. To avoid 
delays on Auction night just Sign Up or Renew your Membership on-line at: 

https://www.rochesterham.org/membership_data.aspx 

 

Each Member will be given Item Interest Tokens (stickers) upon check-in. If you 
are interested in a particular item, then attach one (or more) of your tokens to 
the Item Description Form before the auction begins. Those items with more 
tokens may be brought up for auction sooner than later. 

Hazmat 

Some Ham stuff can be hazardous. We need to protect the facility as well as 
everyone handling items. So, don't bring anything that is leaking or will leave a 
stain. 

Items containing potentially hazardous materials such as mercury (older rectifi-
er tubes), PCBs (older capacitors), beryllium (high power tubes) or lead (solder, 
lead-acid batteries) must not contaminate the facility. Any potential hazmat item 
must be contained in a clear zip-lock bag or in a plastic bucket, tote or similar 
container. 

Finallyé 

Come and have fun! 

https://www.rochesterham.org/meetings/2019-11-06%20Auction%20Item%20Form.pdf
https://www.rochesterham.org/membership_data.aspx
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PPQP:  P  P  QSO 
P  (O  30  31) 

E  T , W2EV 
 
In "days of yore", there seemed to be plenty of shenanigans on the night before 
and of Halloween. Hardly a year would go by without hearing reports of pump-
kins being dropped from bridges onto the roads below, resulting in significant 
safety concerns. 
 
Amateur Radio's Public Service "DNA" came to the rescue with: The Pumpkin 
Patrol. Each year, volunteer Amateur Radio operators donate time on each of 
two nights to oversee strategic Thruway bridges across the region. The result? 
To the delight of law enforcement agencies, there have been significantly fewer 
"bridge-based shenanigans". 
 
Amateur radio volunteers begin their bridge-shifts after nightfall and stay alert 
until around 11 PM, checking-in to a repeater "net control" every half-hour and 
are empowered to report any abnormal activity immediately to 911. 
 
Still, it isn't always easy to remain alert through this entire period. That's where 
the rest of us can help! 
 
Introducing: the 2nd running of the Pumpkin Patrol QSO Party; a 1-hour on-the-
air activity designed for fun with the purpose of helping these volunteers stay as 
alert as possible. We can participate from the comfort of our own homes! 
 
On both Saturday, October 30 and Sunday, October 31 from 9PM until 10PM, 
activate on 146.52, .55 and/or 146.58 SIMPLEX (not a repeater) and make con-
tact with as many "Bridgies" as you can. Home stations supply their callsign 
and Grid4 and ask for the "Bridgies" Callsign, county and bridge number. Ex-
ample: 
 
Home Station: CQ PPQP, this is W2EV. 
Bridgie: W2EV, this is K1PY. I'm on Monroe #2. 
Home Station: Roger, K2PY this is W2EV. I'm in FN03. 
 
It's just that easy! 
 
This is not a contest. The only guidelines are: (1) only QSO's with bridge-
deployed volunteers count and (2) QSO's can be repeated each night (the con-
tacts that you make on the first night be re-contacted on the second). 
 
Home stations are encouraged to keep a log and to send it to 
W2EV@yahoo.com. If I receive enough logs, results will be tabulated for a fu-
ture R R  Rag. 
 
Let's all show support for the Pumpkin Patrol volunteers on October 30 and 31! 
Join the PPQP at 9 PM each night. 

 ñCQ BOO CQ BOO CQ BOOò 
D  W , WA2HOY 

 
Halloween is once again on the horizon.  With all the past months of still keep-
ing your distance from people, avoiding crowded places, wearing masks, is it 
any wonder you might be starting to feel like...a zombie? 
 
If thatôs the case, what better way to show the ham radio world what kind of 
zombie you are and to have some fun over Halloween than by participating 
in...The Zombie Shuffle! 
 
This is a CW, QRP contest held from 1600 to Midnight your local time.  While 
this seems like a sprint, itôs actually a contest designed for slow operating 
speeds.  Why a Zombie Shuffle?  Because, as it says on the web page, 
ñzombies donôt sprint.ò 
 
The bands are on 20, 40, and 80 meters, around the QRP portions of the band.  
The mode is CW and QRP only.  Exchange is RST, State, Province, or Coun-
try, and, unique to this contest, your Zombie number.  For your Zombie number 
you can use either your telephone 3 digit area code, or you can apply for a spe-
cial Zombie Number from the Grand Wichess.  Last, and certainly not least, 
your name, the one on your birth, or death, certificate. 
 
So what else makes this different than your usual contest? Itôs the Rebirth Rule! 
You can rework the same station on a band after two hours. After all, Zombies 
never stay dead for long. 
 
The ñCQ BOOò at the start of this article is the way you call other folks for this 
contest. 
 
There are also bonus points that you can earn during the Zombie Shuffle. The 
bonus for this yearôs contest will be for contacts with the Bonus Stations send-
ing 2021.  Why 2021?  Because 2021 has been ñ...yet another boring and une-
ventful year.ò 
 
If youôre new to CW, or your skills have gotten rusty, or youôre looking for a bit 
of operating fun geared to the season then give this event a try. 
 
This year the contest will be on Friday, October 29, 2021. You can get details 
about the event as well as information about scoring and other details at  
http://www.zianet.com/qrp/ZOMBIE/pg.htm 
 
The Zombie Shuffle web page is at:  
http://www.zianet.com/qrp/ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:W2EV@yahoo.com
http://www.zianet.com/qrp/ZOMBIE/pg.htm


 

T  R R  R N  2021 P  | 10 

A  ARRL S   
E  T  2021 

J  D  N2JAC 
M  C  ARES/RACES E  C 

 
The SET is ARRLôs primary national emer-
gency exercise and is designed to assess the 
skills and preparedness of ARES volunteers. 
Saturday 10/2 I set up one of Monroe coun-
ty's portable HF rigs (Icom 7000) and a 23 
foot fiberglass multiband vertical at the Red 
Cross John Street south patio area. The Icom 
tuner is mounted at the base of the antenna 
and tunes automatically or at the touch of a 
button. It took about 30 minutes to set up and 
tuned every band we tried (80-6) and did al-
low us to contact several users on multiple 
bands. Although it's not specifically an NVIS 
antenna, we did manage to make contact 
with Orange County NY ARES/RACES in the 
lower Hudson Valley. We easily checked in 
with western PA's emergency management 
net on 3.993.5. We tried a couple other near-
by freqs and did make some NY contacts. 
 
Weather started cool and breezy and warmed 
nicely later on. The patio has several picnic 
tables, and net control opened their table um-
brella for some shade. Everyone brought go-
kits or HTs. We did have AC power for the Icom rig, but net control was run with 
portables on batteries. 
 
On 6 meters we worked WB2PAY. Paul KD2DO was in Syracuse working at 
the MARS station. He heard us on HF but was unable to play with us due to his 
MARS obligations. 
 
Jake KD2UWD started the net on our 61 repeater and worked it most of the 
morning, filling out ICS forms and also bringing Bill KD2WSJ up to speed on 
how to run a net and his first time on HF. Jim W2COP was there to help with 
HF ops. Our simulated emergency was a chemical spill that necessitated open-
ing shelters in Ogden WB2PAY, Greece K4GWA, Webster KC2KNJ and Bright-
on K2DPC. Shelters reported in with numbers of residents, requests for sup-
plies, and weather reports. We passed an ICS213 message to the shelters.  
 
We wrapped up soon after noon. I think we all had fun and it was great practice, 
especially for the new hams. This was a great test of our gear and procedures 
away from our shacks, and we'll have many more to come. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent Key

Paul Jason Kolacki

K2FX

September 9, 2021
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T  E  T , T , T 
(P  S ) 

F  S , WA2MZG 
 
Turn up the volume. 
Turn to a different frequency. 
Turn on the light. 
Turn this. Turn that. 
 
Sometimes you need a knob on a shaft to ñturnò. Especially when rehabilitating 
old radios ï sometimes a knob is missing. You must hunt for a replacement or 
use whatever is available. 
 
Wait for it ï 
 
There is another solution ï 3D print a suitable replacement knob. 
 
In early-September Bill Hopkins, AA2YV, 
asked if I would duplicate the knob for the 
radio at the right. Duplicate ï No ï 3D 
printing does not directly produce a fin-
ished part as nice as an injection molded 
part. It requires some follow-on process 
such as sanding, filling, and painting. On 
the other hand, if you pick the right fila-
ment and color, you get a nice replace-
ment. 
 
For clarity, the first parts were printed with blue filament. This would later be 
changed to black hopefully making painting brown a bit easier. 
 

I agreed to duplicate the knob as 
best I can. The first hurdle was 
drawing the knob. 
 
The profile was a bit complex: 
there is a slight dome on the top, 
8 rectangular ribs around the pe-
rimeter, the sides and ribs have a 
slight draft to allow for removal 
from the original mold and finally 

the feature for the shaft and tension spring. 
 
I was off on another great adventure. This wasnôt a simple shape with flat sides, 
square corners, everything parallel or perpendicular. 
 
Bring out the trusty calipers, paper and pencil. 
 
My first step was making a rough dimensioned sketch. The draft, dome, ribs 

and wear from years of use made this a bit complicated. 
 
With the sketch completed, I drew a half profile of the knob without ribs or shaft 
and then revolved it into the basic knob. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Next, I drew the profile of a rib, extruded the profile and made a pattern of 8 
around the perimeter of the knob. Finally adding a taper to the rib to match the 
side of the knob. A hole was added to the bottom of the knob for the shaft.  
NOTE: At each major step, I printed a part to be sure it looked like the drawing 
and see what if any adjustments were necessary. 

Next the feature for the shaft was drawn, extruded and a location key was add-
ed for easy alignment of the feature with the hole in the knob. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The knob was printed as 2 parts: the main knob body and the shaft feature. 
Then the 2 pieces were super glued together. 

          OLD                            NEW 
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F   S  S   
F  DX C 
M  K , N2MAK 

 
This summer, my oldest son, Ben (W2BMK), and 
I shared an amazing ham radio experienceð
getting our first DX contact together during a 
Parks on the Air (POTA) activation. Making it 
even more special, we did it with the very first 
antenna that I built. 
 
Both Ben & I are rookie hams who got our licens-
es earlier this yearðIôm an Amateur Extra and 
heôs a General. Weôve enjoyed doing POTA, 
since we donôt have a ham shack at our home 
and it gives us the opportunity to get out. Plus, 
my HF radio is a Xiegu G90, which is just 20 
watts, and itôs much easier to be the ñhuntedò sta-
tion when youôre running lower power.  
 
In July, I ordered the KM4ACK end-fed half wave (EFHW) antenna kit. I figured 
it would make for an affordable and straightforward antenna build. Tim Brown, 
WB2PAY even came over to my QTH to give me a lesson on soldering and let 
me borrow his soldering iron to complete the project.  

 
On Sunday, August 15, Ben and I 
went to use the antenna for a POTA 
activation at the Rush Oak Openings 
Unique Area (K-5283), just a few 
miles from where we live. Rather than 
hike in like we had before, we decided 
to activate from the car and use the 
33ô MFJ-1910 mast with a drive-over 
flagpole mount.  
 
We started out our activation by hunt-
ing a few parks on 40m and then we 
jumped to 20m to test out the antenna 

there. It wasnôt long before we heard EA1AF calling us. I immediately thought I 
might have misheard the call sign and asked him to repeat it. Ben & I looked at 
each other and our eyes widened as it took a second to sink in what was hap-
pening.  
 
We each completed our typical POTA exchange with EA1AF and he replied 
that we were ñ5-5 in Spain.ò We can still hear that voice in our heads and it was 
such a memorable moment to share. Ben and I sent QSL cards a few days later 
and it didnôt take long for us to get QSL cards from Spain.  
 

Since then, Iôve made many more contacts with EA1AF (and other DX stations 
in Europe) on 20m during POTA activations, using the same radio, antenna and 
setup. But getting that first contact was a big boost in confidence, a great learn-
ing experience and something Ben & I will never forget.  
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20 Years Ago, November 2001 
 
Program Chair Marykay Vesco, KC2DPG, didnôt have to work very hard in find-
ing a program for this meeting. All she had to do was call Dick and Ed and ask 
are we ready? ñYepò was the immediate reply and that was all it took to get Dick 
Goslee, K2VCZ and Ed Gable, K2MP all ready to perform auctioneering duties 
at the familiar November R R  ham Auction. At this time another familiar Auc-
tion volunteer was Brad Allen (sk) KB2CHY, who provided the audio equipment, 
as well as the expertise in using it, so badly needed for the event. Marykay 
went on to explain in detail how the auction functioned and a few simple rules to 
follow. President Peter Fournia W2SKY, really got on his soap box, was first 
thought of this reader, as he went off talking about cells; terrorist cells, phone 
cells, storm cells and others, he went on. ñThese cells invade the Stuart Horse 
Trials, Tour de Cure, Bicycle tours and even the Hilton Applefest,ò Peter contin-
ued. A bad thing? No, he explained, as cells by his definition were operatives 
within BARK, Drumlins ARC, RDXA, the Rochester VHF Group, R R  and oth-
er Amateur organizations and individuals who are on the front line applying their 
time and talent to whatôs needed to help the community. Nice job, Peter, and 
well worth reading today. Bill Hopkins, AA2YV, filled an entire page telling of the 
exploits just defined above by Peter Fournia, by his telling of how R R  and the 
Drumlins ARC coordinated communications for a two-day event, the ñFinger 
Lakes Foliage 130.ò Hams provide communications for such evets routinely but 
this was over the top as participants could stop and talk to supporters over the 
world via 20 meter SSB. Some even got a chance to be seen on TV as a slow 
scan amateur television link was in operation. The event sponsor, the American 
Diabetes Association, remarked at the closing dinner that they enjoyed what 
they termed ñspecial treatmentò by the supporting radio amateurs. No, itôs what 
we do. Speaking of doing things, what did we do to Bill Hopkins, AA2YV? Turn 
to page 5 of this issue and there is another full page, plus a little, of his writing 
this time titled ñFish Stories and Boat Anchors.ò Iôll be back in a minute, must 
get a cup of coffee for this... OK, Iôm back. Billôs delightful story was about build-
ing a first-time solid state regenerative receiver. He learned; No, 5.6Mhz is not 
close enough to 40 meters, No, Radio Moscow doesnôt count for DXCC, Yes, 
the type of core material does make a difference, yes, you may now rewind the 
four toroid coils, yes those little tins that fish come in do make nice project con-
tainers, wash óem first. Writing for the Antique Wireless Association, Museum 
Curator Ed Gable K2MP/W2AN, told of the museumôs closing for the winter af-
ter a successful season. He continued by reporting of new exhibits that included 
the ñMade in Rochester Displayò (still popular by visitors today) and the working 
teletype display with model 19ôs in full clatter mode. George Platteter (sk) 
AA2FO, from R R  ôs Licensing Team, wrote to tell that R R  is using a differ-
ent VEC Coordinator, although he didnôt say which one, but did assure faster 
service. No preregistration is required but that can be done upon arrival at the 
111 Westfall Road testing site. There were no silent keys reported in this issue. 
From the Want Ads you could buy a Cushcraft R7000 40 thru 10-meter vertical, 
new and unused for $325 from Paul, W3IEE. R R, with Rag advertising space 
available for your business ads, remains a long-term commercial advertiser. 

R    P 

E  G , K2MP, R R  H 


