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MADE IN THE USA 

January Meeting:  
FlexRadio and the Aurora Transceiver 
Jeff Fuller KE2ELI, RaRa Vice President 
 
Mark your calendars for an event you won't want to miss! For our January meeting, we are thrilled to welcome Michael 
Walker (VA3MW) from FlexRadio Systems as our featured presenter. 
 
Join us as Mike VA3MW presents an exclusive look at the new Aurora transceiver from FlexRadio Systems. With his 
deep experience as an operator and FlexRadio advocate, Mike will showcase how Aurora pushes the boundaries of soft-
ware-defined radio—delivering powerful performance, advanced signal processing, and the flexibility operators ex-
pect. Learn how Aurora’s innovations translate into real-world advantages for the amateur radio community. 
 
This promises to be a fascinating presentation, offering insights into one of the most exciting developments in amateur 
radio gear today. Whether you're a seasoned SDR user or just curious about the technology, be sure to attend! 
 
We look forward to seeing you all in January for another great meeting! 
 
Please join us on January 7, 2026 at 7:00 pm, at the Boy Scouts Headquarters at 2320 Brighton Henrietta Townline Road, 
Rochester, New York 14623 or online at  https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y0eL0TGQQ1-9ycXnIQfOEg   

http://www.rochesterham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/rochesterham
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNBrfB8eNBuCD5OQUMDdhMQ
https://groups.io/g/RochesterHam/topics
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y0eL0TGQQ1-9ycXnIQfOEg
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Happy New Year. I hope everyone had a great holiday and an even better New 
Year. I’m looking forward to an exceptional radio year.  
 
RaRa has several events and opportunities for members and guests coming up. 
January will start out with the club operating as W1AW/2 with the help of the AWA 
in Bloomfield and their modern station and antenna system. Sorry, they said no to 
the spark gap transmitter; I did ask. Soon after that is Winter Field Day. As I write 
this WFD is just gaining traction in getting organized so keep your eyes and ears 
open for more information about Winter Field Day. I have my fingers crossed that 
we can pull this off, January 24th and 25th are coming up soon.  
 
The RaRa Winterfest is coming up in February and has always been a great time 
for all of us to fight off that cabin fever by getting together to share some warm 
food and plentiful snacks. We will have the radios and antennas set up and be on 
the air. Hopefully the sun will shine and be on its best behavior to give us excel-
lent propagation.  
 
The Technician license class taught by Karl Heinz Kremer, K5KHK will be finish-
ing up and testing in March. I wonder how many new hams have been licensed 
thanks to Karl Heinz teaching this class twice a year for the last six years.  
 
A Parks on The Air operating event in April has been a fun time for new and sea-
soned hams to make contacts that are stress free and plentiful. I’m looking for-
ward to that again this year.  
 
A well-attended and helpful new hams academy in May is a great time to show 
new hams the many hobbies within the hobby. No need to be a new ham either 
since even seasoned hams may learn about a new to them mode or see a differ-
ent way to set up your antenna or station. Always a great activity to bring your 
experience or learn from someone else’s.  
 
June will once again be our hamfest. The hamfest committee has been hard at 
work to nail down the venue for 2026. We are days away from that confirmation 
and then the real hard work of all the other details begins. 
 
I’m hoping this spring we can sprinkle in an academy session or two to help us 
round out our knowledge and experience. Aaron Rombaut, KE2DYI is our acade-
my coordinator but we can’t expect him to present all the potential topics. I know 
he has been given some ideas but could use some help in making them happen. 
If you can give him a hand, please reach out to him. You can find Aaron on 
Elmers Corner on Zoom and easily send him an email,  
academy@rochesterham.org.  
 
This brings me to something I was reminded of just the other day. The 80/20 rule. 
While it was originally related to property it is now commonly understood that 80 
percent of the work is done by 20 percent of the people. Some would argue that is 
more like 90/10. Last spring Aaron took on the academy coordinator, and this fall 

he also took on the Elmers corner, relieving Suzanne and me from our four-year 
run.  
 
I wrote last month, and again this month, a Help Wanted ad. Thank You Dr. John 
Viggiano, NV2K for stepping up and taking over the education coordinator role. 
One especially important position is the Technician Class instructor. We need a 
new instructor. Karl Heinz has been looking for a replacement, and this winter will 
be his last class. We need someone to join him in teaching this class which starts 
January 13th. Working with an experienced instructor such as Karl Heinz will 
make the transition so much easier to take over for the next class.  
 
Also see in the Help Wanted ad we are looking for a new Rag editor. Yes, the role 
of editor is a big and demanding job, but it can be looked at as the face of the 
club. The Rag goes to many people, members and non-members. Please look at 
the Help Wanted ad and give it some thought. You will see more Help Wanted 
ads in the future since the 10 percent of the members who have been handling 
the 90 percent are getting ready for a change. Please consider where you can 
help and send me an email or anyone on the board. All the board members can 
be reached via email using their callsign@rochesterham.org. 
KD2UBJ@rochesterham.org as an example.  
 
You can send an email to all of us at directors@rochesterham.org and of 
course I am at president@rochesterham.org. 
 
73 Rich 

Calendar of Events 
 

 Wednesday January 7, 2026 - RaRa Meeting 7:00 pm. In Person at 
Boy  Scouts Headquarters, 2320 Brighton Henrietta Townline Rd,  Roches-
ter, NY 14623 and Online at this link https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_Y0eL0TGQQ1-9ycXnIQfOEg    
 
Thursday January 8, 2026 - RaRa Board of Directors Meeting 
 6:30 pm - ONLINE 
 Email request for link to secretary@rochesterham.org 
 
Saturday January 10, 2026 10:00 am Elmers Corner 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83704291203?
pwd=4WZWvTwtlz6NUja7DXSYZKqi6rpkDr.1 

 

Boardz Buzz 
Rich Bishopp KD2UBJ, RaRa President 

mailto:academy@rochesterham.org
mailto:sign@rochesterham.org
mailto:KD2UBJ@rochesterham.org
mailto:directors@rochesterham.org
mailto:president@rochesterham.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y0eL0TGQQ1-9ycXnIQfOEg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y0eL0TGQQ1-9ycXnIQfOEg
mailto:secretary@rochesterham.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83704291203?pwd=4WZWvTwtlz6NUja7DXSYZKqi6rpkDr.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83704291203?pwd=4WZWvTwtlz6NUja7DXSYZKqi6rpkDr.1
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 Membership News 
Tim Barrett K9VB, RaRa Membership Secretary 

 
Happy New Year everybody! We have had quite a few new members to RaRa 
this past month so let’s welcome the following to the club: 
 
Stephen Lewonka KE2AIO 
Randy Johnson 
Ismael Martin-Lacayo KE2EKQ 
Jeffrey Plowe KE2FAL 
Asdar Rafeeque AD2IR 
Walter Wirlo 
 
Please look for new members at RaRa events and make sure to introduce your-
self and make them feel welcome! 
 
Membership is climbing back up in our new membership year and now, in mid-
December we have 351 members. Thanks to all of those of you who have re-
newed or joined recently! 
 
If you haven’t renewed yet or wish to join, please do so as soon as you can so 
we can get those numbers back up to our end of 2024/5 year number of 532! 
 
If you are not sure of your membership status take a moment to go to the renew-
al page on our website to check that your membership is up to date, and if nec-
essary you can renew from there.  
 
When an associate member gets their license we upgrade them to full member at 
no extra cost, but the FCC does not inform us automatically. We often spot an 
upgrade but not always so if you are recently licensed, please check that we 
have your call. 
 
As I write this our email problem is still with us and we apologize for that. That 
means that confirmation of renewals and new members appear to go out when I 
update the database but never actually make it to the outside world. We are hop-
ing it will be fixed soon but in the meantime, if you want to check if your renewal 
was made please just go to the renewal page on our website. 
 
Tim Barrett, K9VB membership@rochesterham.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Meeting Review:  
Logging Software and 
 Great Participation! 
Jeff Fuller KE2ELI, RaRa Vice President 

 
Another year is winding down, but the enthusiasm in our club is burning bright! 
Our December club meeting was a resounding success, marked by fantastic 
attendance and vibrant participation from our members. It was truly great to 
see so many familiar and new faces joining in the evening's activities. 
 
We saw presentations covering everything from robust, feature-rich commercial 
packages to popular free options. The presentations weren't just informative; 
they sparked a lively and engaging discussion where members traded tips, 
compared workflows, and highlighted the pros and cons of different logging 
methods, including integration with digital modes and contest operation. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who presented! Your willingness to share your 
knowledge on such a vital topic is what makes our club community so strong. We 
also appreciate the active participation of every member who asked questions 
and contributed to the discussion—it makes the learning experience better for us 
all. 

https://www.rochesterham.org/membership_data.aspx
https://www.rochesterham.org/membership_data.aspx
https://www.rochesterham.org/membership_data.aspx
mailto:membership@rochesterham.org
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 Public Service Report  
Mike Moore KC2NM, Public Service Coordinator 

 
Mark Pedersen, KC2UES, has received another request this year for RaRa to 
present an Amateur Radio demonstration at the Waters Edge Klondike Derby 
2026, to be held at Williamson Town Park on Saturday, February 7th, 2026.  Wil-
liamson Town Park is located at 3793 Eddy Rd, Williamson, NY 14589. In addi-
tion to the HF and VHF Amateur Radio Stations, activities will include traditional 
Klondike Derby programs such as Log Sawing, Ice Rescue, Tug of War, Fire 
Starting, the Great Sled Race, and more! The Waters Edge district serves scouts 
from Webster and Penfield, extending east to Wolcott and Butler. Contact Mark, 

KC2UES, at mpeder21@gmail.com for more information. 
 
I am looking for additional Event Captains to lead a public service event on be-
half of RaRa. We maintain a comprehensive list of events that we support annu-
ally. There is a written record of each event's organization, providing a strong 
starting point for assuming leadership. 
 
The key steps are: 
1. Identify an Event and Contact Organizers 

• Local Needs: We have a history of events, such as a marathon, bike race, 
festival, or community event, that could benefit from reliable communication 
support. 

• Reach Out: Contact the event organizers to review their communication 
needs and how ham radio operators can assist. 

 
2. Recruit Ham Radio Operators 

• RaRa and Local Clubs: Contact last year's event volunteers using email and 
Google Forms. 

• Skill Level: Identify operators with the appropriate experience and equipment 
to meet the event's needs. 

 
3. Develop a Communication Plan 

• Frequency Coordination: Determine the frequencies to be used and coordi-
nate with other agencies to avoid conflicts. Communicate using a revised 
ICS201 document. 

• Determine the optimal repeater selection and obtain permission to use them 
for the event. Reserve the club call sign for use in the event. 

• Net Control: Assign a "net control" group to manage communication flow and 
coordinate among stations. 

• Roles and Responsibilities: Assign roles such as Support and Gear, Sweeps, 
Route Marshals, and Rest Stop Communicators to support logistics and 
overall event command. 

 
4. Equipment and Setup 

• Radio Gear: Ensure all operators have functioning radios with appropriate 
power levels and antennas. 

• Mobile Units: Consider using mobile radio stations for coverage throughout 

the event area. 

• Backup Power: Encourage maintaining backup power sources, such as 
chargers and batteries, to ensure continuity during power outages. 

 
5. Training and Briefing 

• Event Specifics: Provide detailed information about the event layout, commu-
nication protocols, emergency procedures, and designated check-in points. 

• Standard Operating Procedures: Review standard ham radio operating prac-
tices and emergency communication protocols. 

 
6. On-Site Operations 

• Liaise with Organizers: Maintain regular contact with event organizers to ad-
dress issues and adapt to changing circumstances. 

• Incident Reporting: Establish a system for reporting incidents and emergen-
cies through the communication network. 

 
7. Post-Event Review 

• Debriefing: Gather feedback from operators and event organizers to identify 
areas for improvement. 

• Documentation: Document key aspects of the operation for future reference 
and training 

 
Please contact me in person at a RaRa general meeting or via email at 
mikemoore14534@gmail.com with questions about volunteering for a leader-
ship role. Planning is underway for the 2026 Public Service event season, and 
the events are listed in the following table. Some dates are tentative at this point. 

mailto:mpeder21@gmail.com
https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/is/icsresource/assets/ics%20forms/ics%20form%20201,%20incident%20briefing%20(v3).pdf
mailto:mikemoore14534@gmail.com
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Silent Key 
 

Martin Leubitz 
WD8OLR 

December 7, 2025 

Proposed 2026 RARA Public Service 

Events January 

Klondike Derby Williamson Town Park Saturday Feb. 7, 2026 

Tour de Cure Stokoe Farms Saturday Jun. 6, 2026 

Adirondack Expo Mendon Ponds Saturday Jun. 13, 2026 

MS Roc the Ride Great Lakes Lakeside State Park Saturday Aug. 8, 2026 

Mammoth March Letchworth State Park Saturday Aug. 8, 2026 

ILLW Day 1 
Charlotte Genesee Light-
house Saturday 

Aug. 15, 2026 

ILLW Day 2 
Charlotte Genesee Light-
house Sunday 

Aug. 16, 2026 

Fairport Liftbridge Regatta Perinton Park 
Saturday 

Sep. 19, 2026 

Wilmot Warrior Weekend Xerox Webster Sunday Sep. 20, 2026 

JOTA and/or CTC Camp Cutler Naples Saturday Oct. 17, 2026 

Pumpkin Patrol Oct 30 
Overpasses of the New 
York State Thruway Friday 

Oct. 30, 2026 

Pumpkin Patrol Oct 31 
Overpasses of the New 
York State Thruway Saturday 

Oct. 31, 2026 

Maker Faire Gordon Field House RIT? 
Saturday 

Nov. 14, 2026 

HELP WANTED  
Rich Bishopp KD2UBJ, RaRa President 

 
Last month I reached out for an Education Coordinator and Technician Class 
Instructor. Thank you Dr. John Viggiano NV2K for stepping up to the Educa-
tion Coordinator position.  
 
We still have more functions in the club that need to be filled. 
 
TECHNICIAN CLASS INSTRUCTOR: We are in need of someone to take 
over as the instructor for our online Technician license classes. Karl Heinz 
Kremer K5KHK has done this for several years now and it is time for a 
change. Karl Heinz will be happy to work with the new instructor starting in 
January when our winter class begins. You may think that this is a daunting 
task but working with Karl Heinz will show you how the sausage is made and 
give you insight into helping to get more people on the air. Please give this 
some thought. You may be the next Elmer for many new Hams. 
 
RaRa Rag EDITOR: The job of the Rag editor is one of our most important 
positions in the club. Forest WA2MZG has been doing an outstanding job for 
several years and has set a high standard to follow. We are now in need of a 
new editor. Forest has provided me with many details of the job and I’ll share 
with interested parties. Below see a brief description of what is involved. 
 
Rag Editor Tasks:  

• Monthly, send a reminder that articles are due on the 15th  

• Organize and review articles for placement in the Rag  

• Check for missing articles  

• “Assemble” the articles into the newsletter format  

• Proofread and ask for clarification if necessary  

• Let ChatGPT review the preliminary newsletter and use ChatGPT sugges-
tions if appropriate  

• Verify all links  

• Send the preliminary Rag to proofreaders then use their suggestions as 
appropriate  

• Make a final version of the Rag and convert it to PDF  

• Send final Rag to the webmaster by the 23rd of the month. 
 
I hope you consider the positions listed above. We are all part of one of the 
best clubs around with many talented people. I know someone can handle the 
tasks and do an excellent job. 
 
Please contact president@rochesterham.org for more information. 
 

mailto:president@rochesterham.org
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Education 
Envi Tukay NV2K 

 
Part 97 of the FCC Rules starts out with justification for the Amateur Service. It 
mentions promotion of international goodwill, emergency communications, ad-
vancement of radio technology, bolstering the ranks of “trained operators, techni-
cians, and electronics experts,” and “advancing skills in both the communication 
and technical phases of the art.” These last three points largely fall within the 
purview of our educational mission. 
 
A big component of our education program is our RaRa Academy, run by Aaron 
KE2DYI. Check out his exciting ideas in his accompanying column.  
 
Licensing/Upgrade Courses 
RaRa holds free, regular courses to assist those seeking their initial license in the 
Amateur Service, as well as courses for licensed amateurs who wish to upgrade 
their license to General and Amateur Extra. Our licensing and upgrade courses 
are held using Zoom. Internet connections are more robust with respect to our 
Western New York winters than the public highways; since we switched to online 
courses in 2020, we haven’t had a single weather-related cancellation! 
 
Our next course for the entry-level Technician licensing exam will begin the even-
ing of Tuesday, January 13, and run for ten weeks, meeting for approximately 
two hours each Tuesday, from 6 pm until 8 pm. There is no charge for this 
course, but we do ask you to register, and recommend you obtain a copy of the 
text (see next section). If you or someone you know is interested, please have 
them contact education@rochesterham.org for more information.  

If demand warrants, we will also run upgrade courses for General and Extra. 
These courses are free to RaRa members. Dates and times for these will be ar-
ranged if there is sufficient interest. Contact education@rochesterham.org to 
register your interest. For the upgrade courses, please include your call sign. 
 
Licensing and Upgrade Texts 
Technician: The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual, 5th edition 
General: The ARRL General Class License Manual, 10th edition 
Amateur Extra: TBD 
 
We offer texts for our courses at discounted prices. We currently have copies of 
the texts for our Technician (entry-level) and General courses available for the 
discounted price of $25 each (the cost from ARRL is $38, including shipping). At 
this price, we can’t deliver them, so to get the discounted price, you must acquire 
them at a monthly RaRa meeting, or arrange to pick one up. Information regard-
ing the text for the Amateur Extra upgrade course will be provided soon. 
 
Instructor Needed 
After teaching our Technician licensing course for several years, Karl Heinz 
K5KHK will be stepping down soon, so we’ll need a new instructor. We’d like the 
new instructor to shadow Karl Heinz for at least a few of the coming sessions to 
better get an idea for how the course is currently run. In addition to Karl Heinz’s 
considerable experience, there are many resources available for leading this 
course, so whoever takes this on can have essentially the entire course laid out 
before they begin. We award RaRa membership points for teaching our licensing 
course, and, personally, have found it to be an extremely rewarding experience. 
 
Please contact me at education@rochesterham.org if you’d like to discuss this 
further (or are ready to sign up!). 
 

RARA ACADEMY 
Aaron Rombaut KE2DYI 

 
Learning, Building, and Experimenting Together 

 
RaRa Academy exists to support learning and skill-building within Amateur Radio 
through hands-on workshops, guided discussions, and collaborative projects. 
Whether you are learning something new, brushing up on an existing skill, or 
sharing your experience as an Elmer, the Academy provides a space for mem-
bers to grow together in a practical and welcoming environment. 
 
As we move into the winter months—when outdoor operating becomes more 
challenging for some—this is an excellent time to focus on indoor projects, digi-
tal modes, station improvements, and technical learning that can carry into 
the spring operating season. 
 

mailto:education@rochesterham.org
mailto:education@rochesterham.org
mailto:education@rochesterham.org
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Spotlight Volunteer Opportunity:  
Multi-Club ADS-B Antenna Build Collaboration 

 
RaRa is planning a multi-club collaboration centered on building ADS-B air-
plane-tracking antennas, and this effort needs volunteers. 
 
We are trying to work with: 

• University of Rochester Makers Club, led by Dana Neyman (KE2CMU) 
• Aviation in Rochester (AIR), bringing an aviation and STEM perspective 
K2GXT, RIT’s Amateur Radio Club 
 
This collaboration connects Amateur Radio, aviation monitoring, and hands-on 
building in a way that is approachable for newcomers and rewarding for experi-
enced operators. 
 
Volunteer opportunities include: 

• Helping lead or assist with antenna builds 
• Mentoring participants during hands-on construction 
• Supporting setup, testing, and demonstrations 
• Representing RaRa and Amateur Radio to partner clubs 
 
The event is targeted for early Spring, allowing ample time for promotion and 
coordination. If you enjoy mentoring, building, or outreach, this is an excellent 
opportunity to contribute. 

 
 
 

Elmer’s Corner 
Aaron Rombaut – KE2DYI 

 
Elmer’s Corner – Attendance 

The December Elmer’s Corner sessions were attended by the following mem-
bers: 
 

• Aaron (KE2DYI) – Host / Moderator 

• Brad (KE2CZU) 

• Chris (WB2DYJ) 

• Dave (WA2HOY) 

• Gary (K2OU) 

• Jack (K1VHZ) 

• John (NV2K) 
 
 

What Is Elmer’s Corner? 
Elmer’s Corner is an informal, discussion-based forum intended to support learn-
ing, mentoring, and shared experience within Amateur Radio. In ham radio tradi-
tion, an Elmer is an experienced operator who helps guide others—whether new-
comers or seasoned hams—by sharing practical knowledge, operating tech-
niques, and historical perspective. 
 
The sessions are designed to be conversational rather than instructional, encour-
aging questions, storytelling, and peer-to-peer learning across all license classes 
and areas of interest. 
 
Elmer’s Corner is hosted and moderated by Aaron (KE2DYI) and is open to all 
members. 

 
December Recap 

Across two December sessions, participants engaged in wide-ranging Amateur 
Radio discussions focused on operating practices, education, and experience-
based learning. Topics included Parks on the Air (POTA) activations, portable 
and home station considerations, and the practical challenges of operating from 
different environments. Members shared personal operating experiences and 
lessons learned, highlighting the balance between equipment capability, location 
constraints, and operator adaptability. 
 
A strong emphasis was placed on education and licensing. John (NV2K) dis-
cussed approaches used in teaching license classes, including strategies for 
navigating technical exam questions and changes to FCC question pools. Jack 
(K1VHZ) and others reflected on historical licensing requirements, early operat-
ing practices, and how testing and expectations have evolved over time. These 
conversations reinforced the value of mentorship and shared experience in help-
ing operators progress and stay engaged in the hobby. 
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 Elmer’s Corner – Going Forward 

• Frequency: Elmer’s Corner will continue on a monthly basis. 
 

• Primary Schedule: When general club meetings are in session, Elmer’s 
Corner will be held on the Saturday following the general meeting. 

• Fallback Schedule: During months without a general meeting, Elmer’s Cor-
ner will be held on the second weekend of the month. 
 

• Participation: All members are encouraged to attend, bring questions or 
discussion topics, and consider participating as guest contributors to help 
broaden discussion and engagement. 

 
Time: Jan 10, 2026 10:00 am Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83704291203?
pwd=4WZWvTwtlz6NUja7DXSYZKqi6rpkDr.1 
 
Meeting ID: 837 0429 1203 
Passcode: 256043 
 
One tap mobile 
+16469313860,,83704291203#,,,,*256043# 
US+16465588656,,83704291203#,,,,*256043# US (New York) 
 
Join instructions 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83704291203/invitations?
signature=M3jIItWxOPD5-oE767q8VsLZArmp4hPstQ1ySYascoY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CW Elmers 

Name Call Area Email 

Ned Asam W2NED Pittsford w2ned@frontiernet.net 

Tim Brown WB2PAY Ogden tjbrown@rochester.rr.com 

Reiner Dieg N2PEZ Elmira n2pez@arrl.net 

Pete Fournia W2SKY Penfield pfournia@gmail.com 

Bill Hopkins AA2YV Brighton whopkin4@naz.edu 

Bob Karz K2OID Webster rkarz@alum.mit.edu 

Joe Rowe AG2Y Webster ag2y66@gmail.com 

Harry Williams KF2TV Kingsland, GA harryw7872@gmail.com 

Radio Elmers 

Name Call Area Email 

Tim Brown WB2PAY Ogden tjbrown@rochester.rr.com 

Dave Carlson N2OA Batavia kdcarlso@gmail.com 

Lawrence Hill N2AJX Henrietta lawrence.hill@rit.edu 

Rich Hoffarth K2AXP  rhoffarth2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Kasperkoski WB2SXY Pittsford wb2sxy@gmail.com 

Don Kiser AC2EV N Greece dkiser100@gmail.com 

Karl Heinz Kremer K5KHK Chili k5khk@khk.net 

Tim Magee WB2KAO Greece 585-704-5747 

Mike Moore KC2NM  mikemoore14534@gmail.com 

Peter Schuch WB2UAQ Perinton pschuch@rochester.rr.com 

Forest Shick WA2MZG Webster fshick3@gmail.com 

Dave Timmons W2DST N Greece dstimmons@gmail.com 

Steve Verzulli KA1CNF Walworth verzulli@yahoo.com 

Dan Waterstraat W2DEW Henrietta higreen@rochester.rr.com 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83704291203?pwd=4WZWvTwtlz6NUja7DXSYZKqi6rpkDr.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83704291203?pwd=4WZWvTwtlz6NUja7DXSYZKqi6rpkDr.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83704291203/invitations?signature=M3jIItWxOPD5-oE767q8VsLZArmp4hPstQ1ySYascoY
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83704291203/invitations?signature=M3jIItWxOPD5-oE767q8VsLZArmp4hPstQ1ySYascoY
mailto:w2ned@frontiernet.net?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:tjbrown@rochester.rr.com?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:n2pez@arrl.net
mailto:pfournia@gmail.com?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:whopkin4@naz.edu?subject=CW%20Elmer
mailto:rkarz@alum.mit.edu
mailto:ag2y66@gmail.com
mailto:harryw7872@gmail.com
mailto:tjbrown@rochester.rr.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:kdcarlso@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:lawrence.hill@rit.edu?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:rhoffarth2000@yahoo.com
mailto:wb2sxy@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:dkiser100@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:k5khk@khk.net?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:pschuch@rochester.rr.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:fshick3@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:dstimmons@gmail.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer
mailto:verzulli@yahoo.com
mailto:higreen@rochester.rr.com?subject=RARA%20Elmer


 

The RaRa Rag January 2026 Page | 9 

 RaRa LICENSE COURSES 
Karl Heinz Kremer K5KHK 

 
License Classes  

As I write this, we are in our last week of license classes of the Fall 2025 season. 
Our students will test this Saturday, so please welcome those who earn their first 
license and those who upgrade and make them feel at home with their new privi-
leges.  
 
Our next license classes will start in January, please email  
education@rochesterham.org for more information 
 
License Manuals  
 
All current editions of the license manuals are available to our members at a dis-
count of $25. At this discount, we unfortunately cannot deliver and you would 
have to pick up the manual. If you are interested, please send an email to  
education@rochesterham.org  
 

MORSE CODE TRAINING 
Dave Wilson WA2HOY, RXCWG Coordinator 

 
The RXCW Group assists Hams wanting to learn Morse Code or develop their 
CW skills. 
 
MORSE PRACTICE FOR ALL LEVELS ON ZOOM 
Tim Brown WB2PAY, hosts code practice for all levels on Monday evenings at 
7:00 pm.  
 
Register at: tjbrown@rochester.rr.com  
 
Those wanting to start into CW QSOs and Morse Code can schedule coaching 
sessions on Zoom. Contact Peter Fournia W2SKY for further details.  
 
W1AW - http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule 
 

 

VE Testing 
Don Kiser AC2EV 

 
Our room has been confirmed and we 
will be testing at our “normal” location 
this season. 
 
The session will be held in the Skalny 
room located in the Schmitt Interfaith 
building. 
 

• Testing starts at 10:00 am. 

• Be sure to bring  

• Photo ID 

• Pen 

• Pencil 

• 4-function calculator (no 
phones) 

 
You can sign up at Hamstudy.org. 
This ensures you have a FRN and 
have a spot reserved. Failing to pre-
register may result in not having your 
exam submitted at the session. 
 
https://hamstudy.org/sessions 
 
And search by Zip code 14624 
 
 
The testing session is: 
January 17, 2026  
 
Signup for the exam at: 
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/14610/inperson  

Time Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

9 am  Fast Slow Fast Slow 

4 pm Fast Slow Fast Slow Fast 

7 pm Slow Fast Slow Fast Slow 

10 pm Fast Slow Fast Slow Fast 

SLOW - 5, 7 1/2, 10, 13 and 
15 wpm 
 
FAST - 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 
and 10 wpm 
 
FREQ(MHz) - 1.8025, 3.5815, 
7.0475, 14.0475, 18.0975, 
21.0675, 28.0675, 50.350, 
147.555 

W1AW On The Air CW Practice 

mailto:education@rochesterham.org
mailto:education@rochesterham.org
mailto:tjbrown@rochester.rr.com
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule
https://hamstudy.org/sessions
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/14610/inperson
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Reprinted January 1936 QST 

New licensees’ names are in BOLD 

VE Test Results 

Jacob Bellis TBD T James Francis TBD E 

Charles Lamphron TBD T Denni O Day W2ANA E 

      

      

      

      

      

January 
Raffle Prizes 

 
• Prepper Communications (book) 

• Repeater Directory 
• Powerwerx 4 Position Dist. Block 

• The Radio Amateur’s Workshop (book) 
 
 

Coming In February 
 

• Map of North America 

December Meeting 

Raffle Winners 
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 Winter Field Day is Coming! 
Jeff Fuller KE2ELI, RaRa Vice President 

 
Mark your calendars! RaRa will be participating in Winter Field Day on Sunday, 
January 25th from 9:00 am till 4:00 pm. 
 
We have rented the West Lodge cabin in Mendon Ponds Park and will set up a 
couple portable stations for members to take turns for some cold-weather operat-
ing fun. This is a fantastic opportunity to test your portable setup skills and rack up 
some contacts. 
 
We’d like to particularly welcome new members and Technician-class licensees! 
Come on out and get on the air! You can operate HF using the club call sign and 
gain valuable experience in a low-pressure environment. It's the perfect chance to 
practice operating, logging, and making contacts with guidance from experienced 
members. 
 
Location: West Lodge at Mendon Ponds Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map:  
https://www.monroecounty.gov/files/parks/Maps/MPP.pdf 
Directions: 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/West+Lodge/@43.035263,-
77.5647776,17z 
 
If you have questions you can email Jeff at: vicepresident@rochesterham.org 
and you can find more information about Winter Field Day Here:  
https://winterfieldday.org/ 

https://www.monroecounty.gov/files/parks/Maps/MPP.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/West+Lodge/@43.035263,-77.5647776,17z
https://www.google.com/maps/place/West+Lodge/@43.035263,-77.5647776,17z
mailto:vicepresident@rochesterham.org
https://winterfieldday.org/
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 Why Is My Voltage Wrong? 
Forest Shick WA2MZG 

 
Humor - Maybe! 
In my first semester at MCC, Fall ’67, one of the first things we learned 
was Ohm’s Law: voltage source, resistor, current through the resistor, 
voltage dividers, etc. 
 
One day after class one of our fellow students asked: “What value resistor do I 
put in series with my 6V car battery so I can use my 12V car radio?” 
 
Now on to more interesting information. 
 
Have you ever measured voltages in a circuit and wondered why they are not 
what you expected? 
 
Well, there are many answers but here are four: 

• There is something wrong with your circuit. 

• You did not allow for the accuracy of your meter. 

• You did not account for the tolerance of the components. 

• The impedance of the meter impacts the circuit operation. 
 
Let us skip the broken circuit and start with your meter. 
 
Meter 
Every measuring instrument has, or should have, a meas-
urement accuracy. For a simple DVM (Digital Voltmeter), it 
is typically stated in the manual as ±% of reading and 
±No. of digits.  
 
The meter shown here has the following accuracy: ±0.5% 
of reading and ±5 digits for the 200mV, 2V, 20V and 
200V DC voltage ranges. 
 
±0.5% of Reading 
When measuring a 5.000V source (a perfect 5V source 
does not exist), ±0.5% of reading = ±0.025V, or 4.975 to 
5.025V. Since there are only 2 digits to the right of the dec-
imal point the displayed value may be 4.97 to 5.03 
(allowing for rounding or truncation). 
 
±5 digits  
On the 20V range, the lowest digit (rightmost digit) is 0.01V so ±5 digits = 
±0.05V. 
 
For a 5V signal, the displayed voltage might be: 

• 5 – 0.05 – 0.025 = 4.92 
up to  

• 5 + 0.05 + 0.025 = 5.08. 
 
Measuring a voltage of 13.6V, the reading might be 13.48 to 13.72. 
 
Measurement results differ between ranges, and other meters have different 
specifications. This is only an example using an inexpensive meter. 
 
Moving on to the components, let us look at resistors since they are the easiest 
to understand. 
 
Resistors 
Resistors usually have a tolerance specification: 20%, 10%, 5%, 1%, etc. Let us 
look at a 5%, 10k ohm resistor. The actual value might be 9.5kΩ to 10.5kΩ. 
 
If we take our perfect 5V source and two 10kΩ, 5% resistors in series and meas-
ure the voltage across R2, we calculate:  

 
• If both resistors are exactly 10 kΩ → 2.50 V 

• If R1 = 9.5 kΩ and R2 = 10.5 kΩ → 2.625 V 

• If swapped resistors → 2.375 V 
 

Including the DVM accuracy specification, the reading might vary from 2.32V to 
2.69V. 
 
A final reality check. How accurate is your 5V source and how accurately did you 
measure it. But that just complicates this discussion even more. 
 
Circuit Impedance 
Here is another simple circuit where we want to measure the voltage at the junc-
tion of R1 and R2. In this example, we will ignore accuracy 
and tolerance to demonstrate the issue. 
 
Initial measurements: 

• R1 = 1.013MΩ 

• R2 = 1.518MΩ 

• VBAT = 4.97V 
 

Calculated junction voltage of R1 and R2: 

• 2.98V 
 
Measured junction voltage: 

• 1.85V 
 
There is a big discrepancy – WHY? 
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 The meter’s data sheet indicates an input impedance is 10MΩ. 
 
Let’s place the 10MΩ meter impedance, Rmtr, in parallel with R2: 

 
 
The equivalent impedance of the 2 parallel resistors is: 

• 1.38MΩ 
This produces a calculated junction voltage of: 

• 2.81V 
Still not matching the measured value (1.85 vs 2.81). 
 
Next, I measured the input impedance of the voltmeter on the 20V range with 
another DVM. The resulting impedance, Rmtr, is: 

• 998kΩ 
Now the equivalent impedance of R2 (1.518MΩ) and Rmtr( 998kΩ) is:  

• 600kΩ 
 
Calculating the junction voltage we get: 

• 1.85V 
Which matches the measured junction voltage. 
 
It is NOT the real voltage of 2.98V because the meter’s impedance became part 
of the circuit. 
 
The point is that meter impedance can affect the circuit and your measurements. 
 
Finally, let’s check the 10MΩ input impedance calculation. Using a Fluke 77 
DVM, which has an input impedance of 10MΩ, The measured voltage is  

• 2.79V 
 
Repeating the measurement with a Tektronix oscilloscope model TDS2022C and 
a 10X probe, which has an input impedance of 10MΩ. The measured voltage is 

• 2.86V 
 
Both of these measurements are close to the calculated 2.81V, but still not the 
correct voltage of 2.98V as calculated previously. The meter is affecting the cir-
cuit. 
 
This discussion applies to all measurements, components, and circuits. 
Nothing is perfect! 
 
A Solution – For This Case 
What if we use a high input impedance buffer amp as shown in the schematic? 
 
The MCP6024 op amp has a very high common mode and differential input im-
pedance of 10

13
 ohms. Here is a link to the Microchip data sheet: 

https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/en/devicedoc/20001685e.pdf 

The battery voltage measured with a Fluke 77DVM is: 

• 4.99V 
The voltage measured with a Fluke 
77 DVM at pin 1 of the op amp is: 

• 3.004V 
The result we were hoping for! 
 
Be careful – this op amp has a max-
imum supply voltage of 5.5V. Apply 
this technique carefully. 
 
Practical Application 
I am in the process of rehabilitating a Heathkit SB-110A, which is a tube radio. 
The tuneup procedure requires the use of a vacuum tube voltmeter (VTVM). A 
VTVM has an input impedance of around 100MΩ. 
 
I made a 100MΩ input impedance 
measurement circuit as shown in the 
schematic.  
 
The 100MΩ resistor is made from ten 
10MΩ resistors in series as shown in 
the picture. 

 
The 10MΩ resistors are covered with 
heat shrink tubing to protect me! The 
circuit is built on a protoboard as 
shown. 
 
I used the radios high voltage power supply to test the circuit. The power supply 
voltage measured with a Fluke 77 is:  

• 237V  
 
The output of the op amp, also measured with the Fluke is:  

• 2.36V 
 
The calculated voltage of the divider is:     

• 2.35V 
 
Now to try this as I repair the SB-110A. 
 

https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/en/devicedoc/20001685e.pdf
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 Keeping the Spark Alive:  
The Importance of Setting Goals 

in Amateur Radio 
Jeff Fuller KE2ELI, RaRa Vice President 

 
As the year begins, many of us turn our thoughts toward resolutions and new 
challenges. This is the perfect time to think about how we can keep our wonder-
ful hobby of Amateur Radio fresh, engaging, and challenging! While it’s easy to 
settle into familiar routines, setting clear goals for ourselves is the key to continu-
ous learning and enjoyment. 
 
Why Set Goals? 
 
Amateur Radio is vast. From contesting and DXing to building equipment and 
experimenting with digital modes, there is always something new to explore. 
Without a specific target, however, we can sometimes find ourselves drifting, or 
worse—getting bored. 
 
Setting goals provides three essential benefits: 
 

• Motivation: A concrete goal, like "Work all states (WAS)" or "Build an anten-
na tuner by spring," gives you a clear purpose. It drives you to turn on the 
radio, study a new concept, or spend time in the workshop. 

• Learning and Growth: Goals push you outside your comfort zone. If your 
goal is to operate FT8, you must learn the software. If your goal is to work 
DX on 160 meters, you must learn about propagation and noise reduction. 
This forced learning is where the real satisfaction lies. 

• Measurable Achievement: There is nothing quite like the feeling of accom-
plishment when you finally achieve a goal. It validates your effort and pro-
vides a positive feedback loop that encourages you to set the next, bigger 
challenge. 

 
Ideas for Your 2026 Radio Goals 
 
Need some inspiration? Here are a few goal categories that can add new dimen-
sions to your operating experience: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to Get Started 
 

• Start Small: Don't set a goal that is too ambitious right out of the gate. A 
goal like "Learn CW and make 10 contacts by March" is much better than 
"Become a CW contest champion this year." Small wins build momentum. 

• Be Specific: Instead of "Get better at contesting," try "Compete for 4 hours 
in the next VHF contest and score 50 contacts." 

• Use Your Club: Your club is your greatest resource! If your goal is to learn 
how to operate satellites, ask for a mentor. If you need help with antenna 
modeling, ask the technical group. Lean on the experience of your fellow 
members! 

 
Let's make 2026 the year we all achieve something new and exciting in Amateur 
Radio. Take a few moments today to think about what you want to achieve, and 
then tell a club member about it—making it public can be great motivation! 
 
What is your Ham Radio goal for 2026? Let us know at the next meeting! 

Category Example Goal Challenge Level 

Operating Earn the Worked All States 
(WAS) award. 

Medium 

DXing Contact a station in a new conti-
nent or country (DXCC). 

Medium/High 

Technical Build an active component 
(e.g., a simple QRP transceiver 
or amplifier). 

High 

Digital 
Modes 

Successfully make contacts 
using a new digital mode (e.g., 
DMR, JS8Call, or Winlink). 

Low/Medium 

Contesting Submit a valid log for the first 
time in a major contest. 

Low/Medium 

Service Become certified and participate 
in a local ARES/RACES exer-
cise. 

Medium 

QRP Make a successful contact us-
ing 5 watts or less on HF. 

Medium 
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 Rags of the Past 

Ed Gable K2MP, RaRa Historian 
 

20 Years Ago, January 2006 
We again hear from Bill Kasperkoski WB2SXY, as he leads off this issue with yet 
another announcement of the next RaRa program to be enjoyed by all at the 
January meeting. The speaker’s name will be familiar to many of you, especially 
if you have been involved in public service communications work. Our speaker 
will be Sande Macaluso, the Operations and Planning officer from Monroe Coun-
ty’s Office of Emergency Preparedness. Sande will speak on the topic of some of 
the local community preparedness issues we face as we move ever more into 
the winter season. At this time meetings were held at Henrietta Fire Hall #1 on 
East Henrietta Road at 7:30 pm 
 
I hope most of you readers out there are aware that RaRa has been involved in 
very well planned and executed Amateur Radio Licensing courses for decades. 
In fact, I’m certain that many of you are reading this as you have personally ben-
efitted from these classes and subsequent license testing. Writing with infor-
mation on this Spring class sessions was RaRa’s Education Chairman, Peter 
Fournia W2SKY. Peter had much needed information on the courses as a major 
shift in course scheduling was announced that moved class days to six sequen-
tial Saturdays starting on February 8

th
 at a yet to be determined RIT classroom 

venue. This change was introduced as a cure for several students who had prob-
lems with the Monday evenings. Head Instructor Brad Armstrong W1YX, was 
also heard from as he looked for additional instructors.  
 
OK, it’s not far into January 2006, as you’re reading this but here it is, in BOLD 
print: “Rochester Hamfest June 2-3-4, 2006” Start planning now. 
 
Public Service Chairman Keith Freeberg N2BEL, told of future Public Service 
Events thusly: Empire State Games, with planning by Keith N2BEL and Ed 
Turkowski K2KVC, planned for July 26-30. Details will be delivered in person as 
the planning committee will visit numerous Amateur Radio Club meetings to 
share details and accept applications from Ham communicators who wish to par-
ticipate. Next is Tour de Cure, June 11. Heading this award-winning operation, 
judged number ten in the nation for excellence in planning and execution, will be 
headed by Charlie Escrisa KB2SOZ. Details at a future RaRa Meeting. The fol-
lowing events are on the roster and details coming soon: MS Tour, Cycling for 
Mercy, Stuart Horse Trials, Mussel Man Triathlon, July 15 and the Rochester 
Marathon September 17. 
 
Brad Allen KB2CHY (sk) writing as VP of the Rochester Radio Repeater Associa-
tion, wrote to tell readers of happenings therein. First was the exciting news of an 
agreement between RRRA and Rochester’s Frontier Telephone group for use of 
at least one of their sites initially, for RRRA repeater equipment. Brad also report-
ed that their Technical Team is getting ready to assure the .28/.88 machine is in 
top shape for use by the Empire States games this Summer. And from the RRRA 
Board, there is talk of a small dues increase to help cover the cost of upgraded 
repeater items. 
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The Rochester Museum and Science Center (RMSC) wrote saying their annual 
Science and Technology Fair is scheduled again this year for December 27, 28 
and 29. Historically RaRa has always been an active participant by providing a 
Ham Radio exhibition with hands-on displays and a working HF ham station for 
real on-air demonstrations. Hams are sought for typically a two-hour shift to man 
the booth as well as to set up and tear down the display. RSMC typically enjoys 
over 1000 people visiting each year and RaRa’s exhibit is typically a large draw-
ing card. Lots of time to plan this so mark your calendars and look for more de-
tails on how to volunteer in future Rag issues. 
 
We heard from Keith Freeberg N2BEL again, this time reporting on last Fall’s 
successful Pumpkin Patrol event with twenty-six Amateurs answering the call. 
Pumpkin Patrol, as most of you know, is a function that reports to the New York 
State Police and safeguards NYS Thruway bridges across the state on October 
30 and 31. RaRa’s RACES organization has been recognized by Trooper Ser-
geant Charles Stumpf for their excellent level of service. Amateur volunteers also 
received free coffee and doughnuts during their tour of duty.  
 
RaRa’s Volunteer Examiner Team Leader Raj Dewan N2RD, penned an article 
reporting on their last Ham License testing activity, where four hams upgraded: 
Steve DeFord KF6ANW to Extra, Glenn Roat KA2MTH to Extra, Jeff Miller 
KC2OQG and Thomas Reding KB2HYX both to General and George Lam re-
ceived his new Technician call sign, KC2OXJ. Congratulations to you all. 
 
With regret Howard P. Caudle, W2RSU, was listed as a silent key. From the 
Want Ads a selection of well-maintained Amateur Radio equipment from the es-
tate of Don Peters, W2ELK, is now available for sale. All items are used but in 
excellent condition, having been carefully cared for over the years. The list in-
cludes a Yaesu FT-1000MP, ICOM 2000A Linear, HDX555 tower with Force 12 
model 31XR yagi, and a Yaesu 2800 rotator. For inquiries or to arrange pur-
chase, there was contact information provided. Any unsold items will be listed on 
eBay. A brand new, first-time commercial advertiser, was a community advertis-
ing agency accepting for printing and distribution of your items and services for 
sale, in exchange for little money. That agent and their distribution missive was 
RaRa and their RaRa Rag, monthly for only $3.75 per column inch, including 
editing services. We will report here, next month, on how successful that new 
RaRa venture turned out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 Years Ago, January 1986 
“Hams have high potential,” were the opening words of this issue and formed the 
introduction of the program to be given by Gil Chapin WB2UTI. Gil’s topic will 
center on the ever important subject of the danger of static electricity on the new-
er solid state devices; transistors, signal diodes, integrated circuits and the like, 
found in our equipment on a daily basis.  
 
Ed Kohl WA2UBD, wrote to announce that RaRa’s 2

nd
 annual Winter Funfest will 

be held on February 8
th
 in Mendon Ponds Park’s Point Lodge. The Noon ‘til 6 

p.m. event featured good food and a fun Trivial Pursuit challenge. However, this 
writer remembers the Dessert baking contest as a culinary delight. 
 
Rich Sykes WA2EIV, in his article described a program he was developing in-
volved teaching Ham Radio activities to young residents of the State School at 
Industry and was seeking ham equipment for the venture.  
 
And an “almost forgotten when” event went by regarding our meeting hall and 
Monroe County’s newly enacted No Smoking Law taking place. The ugly, smelly 
and dangerous habit, for any gathering of 50 or more, is now in effect, including 
RaRa meetings.  
 
If smoking rule change isn’t enough, the FCC got involved, too, and approved 
Volunteer Examiners now charging $4.29 to perform Amateur Exam testing. I 
guess pennies were still OK.  
 
But wait, another bureaucratic change to deal with. First, know that your RaRa 
Rag Editor Ron Jakubowski K2RJ, wrote a nice easy to read and follow piece on 
how the RaRa Rag gets put together. It was nice and told of the many activities 
and people who got involved from authors writing with real pens on paper to 
those licking stamps! Oh yes, one other important group, the envelope stuffers. 
You see, back then, over forty years ago, your Postal Service decided copies of 
printed matter the exact size and weight of the Rag had to be in mailing enve-
lopes. Lacking expensive stuffing machines, RaRa historically resorted to people 
power and the Rag Stuffing Party was initiated and lasted for many years. Those 
people really were unsung heros indeed. Ron pointed out that the entire Rag 
processing and mailing was handled flawlessly on a Radio Shack TRS-80 model 
1 PC running Profile 3 software. Ron also proudly announced that the Amateur 
Radio News Service awarded the RaRa Rag with an award for Excellence in 
Publication. 
 
There were no Silent Keys listed in this issue. From the Want Ads you could buy 
a Heath SB-200 Linear Amplifier for $275.00 from K2RHS. The Heathkit Center, 
now adding ICOM, Cushcraft and Ameco to their product lines on Jefferson 
Road, was a commercial advertiser  
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RaRa Calendar 
Tim Barrett, K9VB, RaRa Vice President   & Membership Secretary 

  January 2026   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
ARES Net 146.610 MHz, 7pm 
VHF Group 9pm  50.205 USB 
Walk for the Bacon QRP C’test 
NRAU 10m Activity Contest 
SKCC Sprint Europe 
NCCC Sprints 
SARTG New Year RTTY Test 
AGCW Happy New Year Test 
IRTS 80m Counties Test 

2 
K1USN Speed Test 

3 
ROC City Net 28.405 MHz, 9pm 
ARRL Kids Day 
PODXS 070 Club PSKFest 
Marconi ARI Loano QSO Party 
SKCC Sprint Europe 
WW PMC Contest 
RSGB AFS Contest, CW 
EUCW 160M Contest 
ARRL RTTY Roundup 

4 
SKCC Sprint Europe 
WW PMC Contest 
EUCW 160M Contest 
ARRL RTTY Roundup 
FOC Old School Classic 1960s QSO 
Party 

5 
AWA Net 145.110 MHz, 7pm 
VHF Group 9pm  144.260 SSB 
ICWC Medium Speed Test 
OK1WC Memorial 
WW Sideband Activity Contest 
ARS Spartan Sprint 
FOC Old School QSO Party 

6 
Phone Weekly Test 
QRP Fox Hunt 

7 
RaRa Monthly Mtg BSA & ONLINE 
7pm 
ROC City Net ~3.830 MHz, 7pm 
A1 Club AWT 
CWOps Test 
VHF/UHF FT8 Activity Contest 
Mini Test 40, 80 

8 
RARA BoD Mtg 6:30pm 
NCCC FT4 Sprint 
Weekly RTTY Test 
QRP Fox Hunt 
  
  

9 
K1USN Speed Test 

10 
ROC City Net 28.405 MHz, 9pm 
YB DX Contest 
UBA PSK63 Prefix Contest 
NA QSO Party, CW 
SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 
Old New Year Contest 
NRAU-Baltic Contest 

11 
UBA PSK63 Prefix Contest 
NA QSO Party, CW 
SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 
NRAU-Baltic Contest 

12 
AWA Net 145.110 MHz, 7pm 
VHF Group 9pm  144.260 SSB 
ICWC Medium Speed Test 
OK1WC Memorial 
WW Sideband Activity Contest 
  

  

13 
QRP Fox Hunt 
NAQCC CW Sprint 
Phone Weekly Test 
DARC RTTY Sprint 
  
  

14 
A1 Club AWT 
CWOps Test 
VHF/UHF FT8 Activity Contest 
Mini Test 40, 80 

15 
Walk for the Bacon QRP C’test 
NTC QSO Party 
NCCC FT4 Sprint 
Weekly RTTY Test 
NCCC Sprint 
AWA Linc Cundall CW Contest 

16 
K1USN Speed Test 

17 
AWA Linc Cundall CW Contest 
ARRL January VHF Contest 
Hungarian DX Contest 
RSGB AFS Contest, SSB 
North American QSO Party, SSB 
PRO Digi Contest 
Feld Hell Sprint 
NA Collegiate Champ, SSB 

18 
Linc Cundall CW Contest 
RRL January VHF Contest 
Hungarian DX Contest 
North American QSO Party, SSB 
PRO Digi Contest 
Feld Hell Sprint 
NA Collegiate Champ, SSB 
Run for the Bacon Contest 

19 
WA Net 145.110 MHz, 7pm 
VHF Group 9pm  144.260 SSB 
ICWC Medium Speed Test 
OK1WC Memorial 
WW Sideband Activity Contest 
RSGB FT4 Contest 

20 
QRP Fox Hunt 
Phone Weekly Test 
SKCC Sprint 
  

21 
A1 Club AWT 
CWOps Test 
VHF/UHF FT8 Activity Contest 
Mini Test 40, 80 
  

22 
Walk for the Bacon QRP C’test 
NTC QSO Party 
NCCC FT4 Sprint 
Weekly RTTY Test 
NCCC Sprint 

23 
K1USN Speed Test 

24 
CQ 160M Contest, CW 
REF Contest, CW 
UBA DX Contest, SSB 
Winter Field Day 
BARTG RTTY Sprint 
Australia Day Contest 

25 
CQ 160M Contest, CW 
REF Contest, CW 
UBA DX Contest, SSB 
Winter Field Day 
BARTG RTTY Sprint 
Australia Day Contest 

26 
AWA Net 145.110 MHz, 7pm 
VHF Group 9pm  144.260 SSB 
ICWC Medium Speed Test 
OK1WC Memorial 
WW Sideband Activity Contest 
QCX Challenge 

27 
Phone Weekly Test 
SKCC Sprint 
QRP Fox Hunt 

28 
A1 Club AWT 
CWOps Test 
Mini Test 40, 80 

 

29 
NCCC FT4 Sprint 
Weekly RTTY Test 
NCCC Sprint 

30 
K1USN Speed Test 

31 
UBA DX Contest, SSB 
NA SSB Sprint Contest 
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Monroe County ARES / RACES News 
Monroe County Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(ARES

®
) is an amateur radio public service organization 

based in Monroe County, New York, and is open to all 
licensed amateur radio operators. Monroe County Radio 
Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) is a program 
of the Monroe County Office of Emergency Manage-
ment. We participate in training and emergency exercis-
es so that we can serve other agencies during times of 
communication failure.  
 
The Monroe County Amateur Radio Emergency Service, Inc. holds its meetings 
on the fourth Thursday of each month except in July, August, November and De-
cember. Anyone interested, members and non-members, are welcome to attend. 
The meetings are in person at 6:00 PM at the county EOC in even months and at 
the Red Cross in odd months. They are also available via Zoom. Please check 
our website for any schedule changes. Prospective members can request an 
invitation by email to: secretary@monroecountyemcomm.org. 
 
Monroe County ARES

®
/RACES meets on the air every Thursday of the month at 

7:00 PM, on the W2ARM 146.61 MHz (-) 110.9 Hz PL and 444.45 MHz (+) 110.9 
Hz PL repeaters. Our club call sign is WB2EOC. On the nights when we hold our 
regular meeting, the net is at 5:30 PM. 
 
WEB: www.monroecountyemcomm.org  
Facebook: Monroe County Amateur Radio Emergency Service, Inc. 
X@MCARESNY 
  

Rochester DX Association, RDXA 
Please check our website www.rdxa.com for up-
to-date information regarding meeting locations 
and requirements, if any. 
 
  

 XRX Amateur Radio Club 

The XRX Amateur Radio Club is meeting quarterly at the Webster Recreation 
Center. Dates, time, and Zoom meeting info, when available, is sent out to our 
mailing list. How to subscribe and up-to-date information is always on our web-
site at http://xarc.us We have a System Fusion repeater south of the city on 
145.290, and another on 444.825 west of the city. An XLX reflector, XLX927, and 
YSF reflector are typically bridged to the 145.29 machine, as well as Wires-X 
Room 21704. The system is DMR capable pointing your hotspot to XLX927. 

 
 
 
 

Amateur Radio Association of the  
Southern Tier, ARAST 

ARAST meets the third Thursday of every month at the Emergency 
Communications Center on Harris Hill in Big Flats, next to the National Soaring 
Museum. Our Chemung County ARES (CCARES) organization meets the first 
Tuesday of the month at the same location. Both organizations serve amateurs 
in Chemung County and the surrounding counties in New York and Pennsylva-
nia. All are welcome to attend our meetings, which begin at 7PM. All monthly 
meetings are held both in person and on Zoom. 
 
Don’t forget to check out our repeaters when you visit the area. Currently, N3AQ 
147.36(+) and W2ZJ 146.70(-) (both PL 123.0) are our principal 2-meter repeat-
ers. The former can also be accessed via Echolink node 574415 with the call 
sign KD2QND-R. A full list of repeaters in the Twin Tiers area can be found at 
https://arasth3.org/arast_website/public/repeaters.php. We also invite you to 
check out our 6-meter net on Wednesday evenings at 9 p.m. local time on 
50.200 MHz USB. We would welcome participation from RaRa members. 
 

Community Amateur Radio Club, CARC 
If you are interested in being a part of this forward thinking and active club, visit 
us at a meeting or join us on one of our weekly nets. We meet at the Hoag Li-
brary (134 S. Main St. Albion, NY) on the first Saturday of each month at 7PM. 
Each meeting has a brief training/refresher period with upcoming topics includ-
ing: net protocol, repeater set-up/maintenance, and digital signaling. The club 
holds a net every Sunday evening at 8pm (winter) and 9PM (summer) - 0100 
UTC Monday - on 147.585 simplex, and we host the Thursday Night Social Net, 
Thursday at 8:30 PM on 147.285+. We'd love to hear you check-in!  
 

Drumlins Amateur Radio Club 
The Drumlins Amateur Radio Club meets every third Wednesday of the month at 
7:30 PM at the Wayne County EMO/Sheriff's Office 7376 State Hwy 31 #1000, 
Lyons, NY 14489. Doors open at 7 pm, meeting starts at 7:30 PM. Announce-
ments will be made on the 146.685 repeater. The Drumlins ARC website address 
is http://drumlinsarc.us/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News from Area Clubs 

mailto:secretary@monroecountyemcomm.org
http://www.monroecountyemcomm.org
http://www.rdxa.com
http://xarc.us/
https://arasth3.org/arast_website/public/repeaters.php
http://drumlinsarc.us/
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 Digital Communications Association of  
Perinton, DCAP 

DCAP members continue to experiment with leading edge digital communication 
modes. We were formed in 1994 to foster the development of local and regional 
packet radio networks using AX25 and TCP/IP. Today we have members using 
the club sponsored DSTAR repeater (KB2VZS on 444.8MHz), several personal 
and publicly accessible DSTAR hotspots, Yaesu System Fusion systems on non-
club repeaters and DMR systems through repeaters and personal hotspots. 
DCAP members meet for breakfast at 7AM nearly every Saturday morning at 
Rikki’s Family Restaurant in the village of Fairport and everyone is welcome to 
join us. Talk in is on the KB2VZS analog repeater on 146.715MHz with a PL tone 
of 110.9Hz. 
 

Keuka Lake Amateur Radio  
Association, KLARA 

Just an update on what KLARA is up to: 

• KLARA hosts several nets – come join the fun! See 
KLARA.us for details. 

• The KLARA Weekday daily SSB net – Daily at 8AM 
3.896 MHz. 

• The KLARA CW Practice net – M/Th 7PM 3.541 MHz. 

• The KLARA Sunday Night 2-m net with Trivia – Every 
Sunday at 8PM on the KLARA repeater system. 

• The KLARA 2-meter Wednesday Night Rag Chew Net 
– Every Wednesday at 8PM on the KLARA repeater system. 

• August 12-15: Bath Fair – KLARA will be hosting an information booth. Stop 
by for a chat! 

•  August 16: KLARA Hamfest in Howard. Come get those ham treasures!  

• August 23: KLARA End of Summer Picnic, POTA activation, and Fox Hunt at 
Keuka State Park. 

• September 10: Meeting: BoD and KLARA Officer elections.  

• October 8: KLARA meeting: (Tentative) Presentation by Joel KC2VAW to 
present: How to Use USGS Topographic Map 

• October 11: Repeater Roundup with the contest scheduled to run from Noon 
until 4:00 PM. See KLARA.us for details. 

• November 12: KLARA meeting: (Tentative) presentation by Ron K2TJW on 
ARES. 

• December: KLARA Christmas Party!  
Best 73! 
ANDY JACKSON K2CRV 
KLARA PRESIDENT 
 
See our website for details KLARA.US 
 
 
 

Rochester VHF Group 

https://klara.us/
http://rvhfg.org/
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 Orleans County Amateur Radio Club 
The Orleans County ARC meets every 2

nd
 Monday of the month at the Orleans 

County Emergency Operations Center, 14064 West County House Road, Albion, 
NY 14411. Doors open at 6:00 PM, meeting starts at 7:30 PM. Anyone with an 
interest in amateur radio is welcome. Program topics vary from month to month. 
 
The club has an open two-meter net every Tuesday night at 9:00 PM local time 
on the club repeater, WA2DQL/R (145.27 -600KHz offset, 141.3 tone). Everyone 
is welcome to check in. 
 
See the club website http://ocarc.us or contact club Secretary Ron Craig, 
N5BNO for more information. 
 

Skenoh Island Amateur Radio Club, SIARC 
The Skenoh Island Amateur Radio Club (SIARC) meets every second Wednes-
day of the month at 7:30PM at the Ontario County Safety Training Facility, 2914 
County Road 48, Town of Hopewell. We have License Exam Testing every other 
month which begins at 6:30PM. The next meeting will be on Wednesday, Janu-
ary, 14th. We will be conducting our annual equipment swap so bring your items 
you would like to sell. There will be license testing starting at 6:30PM. 
 
SIARC is also holding a Health and Welfare NET Monday through Friday each 
week at 2000 hours on the SIARC 146.820 repeater (located in Canandaigua. 
NY), Tone 110.9. This net is to pass along general information and keep hams in 
touch. All hams are invited to participate. 
 

Rochester Radio Repeater Association 
The Rochester Radio Repeater Association will be having its next meeting on 
Friday January 16. It will be held at the Pittsford Town Hall meeting room in the 
basement at 7:30pm. The entrance is in the back of the building. If you can't  
make it in person please plan to attend via zoom. 
 
Current information and zoom login can be found on our RRRA Club web site. 
http://k2rra.org 
 
Club officers are Bob Odell N2BZX - President, Bob Shewell N2HJD - Vice Presi-
dent, Jay Stewart W4JPS - Secretary, and Jerry Powell KC2YSY - Treasurer / 
Membership Chairman. 
  
RRRA also accepts donations to the club. If you are not currently a member and 
want to support RRRA, you can join at our monthly meeting or Join on our http://
k2rra.org web site using PayPal. 
 
 
 
 

The Amateur’s Code 
Originally written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA (1928) 

 

The Radio Amateur is: 

Considerate  Never knowingly operating in such a way as to less-
en the pleasure of others. 

Loyal  Offering loyalty, encouragement and support to oth-
er amateurs, local club, and the American Radio 
Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the 
United States is represented nationally and interna-
tionally. 

Progressive With knowledge abreast of science, a well built and 
efficient station and operation beyond reproach. 

Friendly With slow and patient operation when requested, 
friendly advice and counsel to the beginner, kindly 
assistance, co-operation and consideration for the 

interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the 
amateur spirit.  

Balanced Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties 
owed to family, job, school or community. 

Patriotic With station and skill always ready for service to 
country and community.  

http://ocarc.us
http://k2rra.org
http://k2rra.org
http://k2rra.org


 

The RaRa Rag January 2026 Page | 22 

 

 

 

RaRa Officers, Directors and Coordinators 

Officers 
President:  
Richard Bishopp, KD2UBJ 

 
(585) 766-5631 

president@rochesterham.org  Treasurer:  
George Adams, K4GWA 

 
(585) 704-8198  

treasurer@rochesterham.org  

Vice-President:  
Jeff Fuller, KE2ELI 

 
(585) 355-5964 

vicepresident@rochesterham.org Secretary:  
Mike Moore, KC2NM 

 
(585) 721-0011  

secretary@rochesterham.org  

Directors 
Tim Guyot, KB1POP (585) 406-3163 timguyot@gmail.com  Dave Wilson, WA2HOY (585) 200-4447 davidrw@rochester.rr.com 

Chris Reich, WB2DYJ (585) 507-0956 chrisreich@rocketmail.com  Tim Barrett, K9VB (646) 496-5015 Tim.k9vb@gmail.com 

Don Wegeng, KD2WWY (585) 775-9556 dwegeng@gmail.com  Brian O’Connor, KA2CGB (585) 721-2346 ka2cgb@gmail.com 

Activity Coordinators 
Club Historian  Ed Gable, K2MP  egable@rochester.rr.com 

Club Station  
Trustee  

Dave Enright, K3WHD  denright1228@gmail.com  

Education  
Coordinator 

 education@rochesterham.org  

Elmer’s Corner Aaron Rombaut, KE2DYI elmerscorner@rochesterham.org 

Groups.io  
Moderators 

Tim Barrett, K9VB 
Karl Heinz Kremer, K5KHK 

tim.k9vb@gmail.com 
k5khk@khk.net 

Hamfest  
Co-Producers  

Tim Guyot, KB1POP 
Mike Moore, KC2NM  

hfproducer@rochesterham.org 

License Testing 
Coordinator 

Don Kiser, AC2EV dkiser100@gmail.com 

Media  
Communications 

Tim Guyot, KB1POP timguyot@gmail.com 

Meeting Audio Joe DiVincenzo, AD2DB 
Scott Czeck, KC1GHT 

joedy58@gmail.com 
scottczeck@gmail.com 

Membership  
Secretary  

Tim Barrett, K9VB  membership@rochesterham.org  

Online Meetings Scott Theis, W2LW sa_theis@hotmail.com 

Public Service  Mike Moore, KC2NM  publicservice@rochesterham.org  

QSL Manager Dave Enright, K3WHD denright1228@gmail.com 

Raffle  
Administrators  

Forest Shick, WA2MZG 
Jeff Sonstein, WA2RRB 

wa2mzg@arrl.net 

RaRa Academy Aaron Rombaut, KE2DYI  academy@rochesterham.org 

RaRa Rag Editor 
 
Proof Readers  

Forest Shick, WA2MZG 
 

Dave Wilson, WA2HOY 
Mark Pedersen,KC2UES  

editor@rochesterham.org  
 
 

Refreshments  Rich Hoffarth, K2AXP rhoffarth2000@yahoo.com  

Reward Points 
Administrator 

Tim Barrett, K9VB  membership@rochesterham.org 

Telephone  
Hotline 

Brian O’Connor, KA2CGB treasurer@rochesterham.org 

Webmaster  Scott Theis, W2LW webmaster@rochesterham.org  
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 Rochester Area Radio Club Contacts 
Amateur Radio Association of the Southern Tier (ARAST) 
Reiner Dieg, N2PEZ: n2pez@arrl.net 
 

Antique Wireless Association (AWA) 
Lynn Bisha, W2BSN: lynnbisha@gmail.com 
 

Astronomy Section Rochester Academy of Science 
Tony Golumbeck: astro@use.startmail.com 
 

Community Amateur Radio Club (CARC) 
Joe Gangi, AC2NB: ac2nb.carc@gmail.com  
 

Digital Communications Association of Perinton (DCAP) 
Gary Skuse, KA1NJL: ka1njl@arrl.net  
 

Drumlins Amateur Radio Club Ltd. (DARC) 
drumlinsarc@gmail.com 
 

Livingston Co Amateur Radio Emergency Services (LCARES) 
Bill Boyd, K2DSP: k2dsp@lafireline.net 
 

Keuka Lake Amateur Radio Association (KLARA) 
Andrew Jackson, K2CRV: keukalakeara@gmail.com  
 

Monroe County ARES / RACES 
Dave Timmons, W2DST: secretary@monroecountyemcomm.org 
 

Orleans County Amateur Radio Club (OCARC) 
Terry Cook, K2EYS: k2eys@ocarc.us  
 

Rochester Amateur Radio Association (RaRa) 
Richard Bishopp, KD2UBJ: president@rochesterham.org 
 

ROC City Net 
Jeff Ambroz, KD2PQP: jeffambmbroz17@gmail.com  
 

Rochester DX Association (RDXA) 
Chris Shalvoy, K2CS: cshalvoy@att.net  
 

Rochester Institute of Technology ARC 
Michael Vasile, K2MTV:  mtveee@rit.edu    
 
Rochester Radio Repeater Association (RRRA) 
Bob Shewell, N2HJD: bshewell@frontiernet.net  
 
Rochester VHF Group (RVHFG) 
Jarred Jackson: chairman@rvhfg.org 
  
Skenoh Island Amateur Radio Club (SIARC) 
Steve Benton, WB2VMR: sbenton2@rochester.rr.com  
 

XRX Amateur Radio Club  
Brian Donovan, K2AS: k2as@outlook.com  
 
Rochester Makerspace 
David Duckles: rocmakers@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

February 2026 Rag Deadline 
January 15, 2026 

 
RaRa meets at 7PM on the first  

Wednesday of each month.  
 

Join Us in Person 
 

or 
Online at: 

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y0eL0TGQQ1-9ycXnIQfOEg   

 
Contact Webmaster@rochesterham.org for Support  

 
 

Rochester Area Repeater Listing 

The RaRa Rag 
 

Published by  
Rochester Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93333, Rochester, NY, 14692-8333 
Hotline – (585) 210- 8910 

Website – http://www.rochesterham.org 
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